
World Poetry Day  

Today is World Poetry Day –   Tuesday 21st March 2017 
 

Why have a World Poetry Day? 

One of the main objectives of World Poetry Day is to support linguistic diversity 

through poetic expression and to offer endangered languages the opportunity to 

be heard within their communities. Researchers have concluded that in less than 
one hundred years, almost half of the languages known today will be lost forever. 
It is estimated that there are around 6,000 languages spoken worldwide today! 
 
The observance of World Poetry Day is also meant to encourage a return to the 

oral tradition of poetry recitals, to promote the teaching of poetry, to restore a 

dialogue between poetry and the other arts such as theatre, dance, music/nasheeds 

and painting, and to support small publishers and create an attractive image of 

poetry in the media, so that the art of poetry will no longer be considered an 

outdated form of art, but one which enables society as a whole to regain and assert 

its identity.  Poetry over centuries has been able to communicate the innermost 

values of diverse cultures.   

 

When was World Poetry Day adopted? 

A decision to proclaim 21 March as World Poetry Day was adopted during 

UNESCO’s 30th session held in Paris in 1999…so around 18 years ago. 

Who is UNESCO? the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation.  It is a specialised agency of the United Nations system. The 
organisation was created more than a half century ago, with the mission to build 
the defences of peace in the minds of men. 

What happens on World Poetry Day? 

Tribute is paid to the men and women whose only instrument is free speech, who 

imagine and act.  UNESCO recognizes the unique ability of poetry to capture the 

creative spirit of the human mind.   Poetry gives form and words to those which 

has none – such as the beauty of Allah SWT’s creation that surrounds us…. or the 

immense suffering and misery of the world. 

Poetry also reaffirms/states our common humanity by revealing to us that 

individuals, everywhere in the world, share the same questions and feelings. 

We now have two of our very own poets who will read out their poems to you. 

Aamirah Jeewa – Year 9 and  

Yusairah Shaikh - Year 9  

http://portal.unesco.org/culture/en/files/19160/10793708893PROCLAMATION1.pdf/PROCLAMATION1.pdf

