
Black History 
Month 

What is it? 



First celebrated in the UK in 1987, 
Black History Month in the UK is 
marked annually during the month 
of October and in the USA during 
the month of February, with 
important reference to the black 
society. 



It  provides the opportunity to 
learn more about the 
contribution to the history and 
heritage of our communities, 
over many years, by the African 
and Caribbean communities. 



This year, we will talk about a 
selection of important Afro-
Caribbean women, who have 
contributed to, not only the 
world as a whole, but also to the 
literary world. 



We will cover the period of 1753 – 
Present      (263 years) 

•Hoorah! History 



Phillis Wheatley  1753 – 1784 (name 
unknown) 

Born in West Africa, 
sold at the age of 7 
into slavery and 
transported to 
North America. 



She was purchased by the 
Wheatley family of Boston, who 
taught her to read and write and 
encouraged her poetry when they 
saw her talent. 



The first published African-American 

 female poet. 
 

The publication of her Poems on 
Various Subjects, Religious and Moral 
(1773) brought her fame both in 
England and the American colonies. 



Frances Harper (Watkins) 1825 - 
1911 

Poetry, short story, essays 

Baltimore, Maryland. USA 



 Forest Leaves, verse, 1845 
 Poems on Miscellaneous Subjects, 1854 
 "The Two Offers", 1859 
 Moses: A Story of the Nile, 1869 
 Sketches of Southern Life, 1872 
 Light Beyond the Darkness, 1890 
 The Martyr of Alabama and Other Poems, 1894 
Iola Leroy, or Shadows Uplifted, novel, 1892 
Idylls of the Bible, 1901 
In Memoriam, Wm. McKinley, 1901 
1868 and 1888 
"Free Labor" 
Minnie's Sacrifice 
Sowing and Reaping 
Trial and Triumph 

 



As well as being an author, Frances was also: 

•African-American abolitionist (a movement to end 
slavery in the United States) 

•Suffragist (the right to vote in public elections for 
women) 

•A member of the Women's Christian Temperance 
Union (to create a "sober and pure world" by 
abstinence, purity, and evangelical Christianity) 
 



Legacy and Honours 

•Numerous African-American women's 
service clubs are named in her honour. 



Gwendolyn Brooks 1917-2000 



A Poet 
•Throughout her career Brooks received 
many more honours. She was appointed 
Poet Laureate of Illinois in 1968, a position 
held until her death, and Poet Laureate 
Consultant in Poetry to the Library of 
Congress in 1985. 



Brooks published her first poem in a 
children's magazine, American Childhood, 
when she was 13 years old. 

By the time she was sixteen, she had compiled a 
portfolio of around 75 published poems and had 
her work critiqued by poet and novelist James 
Weldon Johnson. 



Zadie Smith 1975 – still alive! 



English novelist, essayist, and 
short story writer. 

Zadie Smith was elected a fellow of the 
Royal Society of Literature in 2002. As of 
2016, she has published five novels, all of 
which have received substantial critical 
praise 



Smith has won the Orange Prize for Fiction 
and the Anisfield-Wolf Book Award in 2006 
and her novel White Teeth was included in 
Time magazine's list of 100 Best English-
language Novels from 1923 to 2005. 



Novels Stories 

 White Teeth (2000) 
 The Autograph Man (2002) 
 On Beauty (2005) 
 NW (2012) 
 Swing Time (2016) 
 

- Has also published 
essays and worked as an 
editor. 

Stories 
The Girl with Bangs (2001) 
Martha and Hanwell (2005) 
Hanwell Senior (2007) 
Permission to Enter (2012) 
The Embassy of Cambodia (2013) 
Meet the President! (2013) 
Moonlit Landscape with Bridge (2014) 
Escape From New York (2015) 
Two Men Arrive in a Village (2016 



And that, ladies, is that! 

•Remember – the world is your oyster. 
But only if you concentrate in English 
lessons! 


