


Holocaust –
what does it 

mean?



Holocaust

•destruction or slaughter on a mass 
scale

•Holocaust is a word of Greek origin 
meaning "sacrifice by fire." 



When did the Holocaust 
begin?



When did the Holocaust begin?

•30 January 1933 
– 8 May 1945



Where did the Holocaust 
begin?



Where did the Holocaust 
begin?

•Germany



What was it all about?

•The Nazis, who came to power in Germany in 
January 1933, believed that Germans were 
"racially superior" and that the Jews, deemed 
"inferior," were an alien threat to the so-called 
German racial community.



• The superior race was the "Aryans," the Germans. The word 
Aryan, "derived from the study of linguistics, which started in 
the eighteenth century and at some point determined that 
the Indo-Germanic (also known as Aryan) languages were 
superior in their structures, variety, and vocabulary to the 
Semitic languages that had evolved in the Near East. This 
judgment led to a certain conjecture about the character of 
the peoples who spoke these languages; the conclusion was 
that the 'Aryan' peoples were likewise superior to the 
'Semitic' ones" (Leni Yahil, The Holocaust: The Fate of 
European Jewry, New York: Oxford University Press, 1990, p. 
36).



•During the era of the Holocaust, German 
authorities also targeted other groups 
because of their perceived "racial 
inferiority": Roma (Gypsies), the disabled, 
and some of the Slavic peoples (Poles, 
Russians, and others). Other groups were 
persecuted on political, ideological, and 
behavioural grounds, among them 
Communists, Socialists, Jehovah's 
Witnesses, and homosexuals. 



•Although Jews, whom the Nazis deemed a 
priority danger to Germany, were the 
primary victims of Nazi racism, other victims 
included some 200,000 Roma (Gypsies). At 
least 200,000 mentally or physically disabled 
patients, mainly Germans, living in 
institutional settings, were murdered in the 
so-called Euthanasia Program. 



•The Nazi genocide and ethnic cleansing efforts 
did not begin as a specific plan to gas Jews and 
others in concentration camps, but rather 
evolved over time, beginning with systematic 
persecution aimed in part at encouraging Jewish 
emigration from Germany to other countries. It 
grew from spontaneous murders to planned 
massacres of Jewish communities, to the 
establishment of an industrial apparatus for the 
efficient, wholesale slaughter of a people.



•The war was so severe that by 1942, six killing 
centres were established by the Nazis in Poland. 
The camps were near railway lines for 
convenience of transporting the Jews to these 
death camps. The Jews wore badges that 
identified them as Jews, and they were gathered 
in concentration camps or ghettos for 
transportation to the death camps



• The Holocaust lasted from January of 1933, when 
Adolf Hitler became Germanys chancellor, to May of 
1945. The Jews who lived in Europe during this period 
were subjected to harsh persecution that led to the 
death of 6 million Jews, of which 1.5 million were 
children. Moreover, 5,000 Jewish communities were 
destroyed. The Jewish murders during this time 
represented two-thirds of Jews living in Europe and 
one-third of the world's Jewish community.



•A gradual liberation of the camps took place as 
the war ended, with Soviet forces liberating both 
the Maidanek camp in Poland in July of 1944 and 
Auschwitz camps in January of 1945, the British 
liberating Bergen-Belsen camps in April of 1945 
and the Americans liberating Dachau camps in 
April of 1945.





Men were separated from 
women and children. 
Families did not know the 
fate of each other.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gXGfngjmwLA


