
Year 7 Citizenship Term 2 

You as a Citizen- The law of the land 

 

In this unit, pupils learn about and explore about the laws of the UK and Britain’s Government  

Completion time: Approx 6-8 weeks 

 

Objectives Teaching Activities Expected outcomes/ Skills Resources 

 Pupils should learn  

 The law of the land  

 Why do we have laws 

 Develop and 

understand laws and 

law courts 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pupils should learn to 

 Understand Britain’s 

government and 

parliament  

 

 

 

Pupils should learn to  

 Understand what the 

Discuss with pupils the definition of laws. 

Why do they exist? Spider gram of ideas 

on board. 

 

Give pupils information sheet of why we 

have laws? 

 

In groups pupils are to imagine that they 

have been shipwrecked on an island. 

They are to discuss on how they would 

agree on a set of rules for everyone to 

follow until they are rescued.  

Pupils need to consider: Who will make 

the rules?, Who will enforce the rules? 

What rules would there be for personal 

safety?  Etc 

 

Ask pupils to write down what they think 

parliament is. Discuss their initial ideas. 

 

As  a class read through pg 75 of Your 

Life 1 which covers basic information on 

what Parliament is, its main function and 

also who runs it.  

 

Pupils should be able to  

 

Understand and recognise need 

and importance for laws. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pupils should be able to  

 

Explain basic functions of 

Parliament  

 

 

 

 

Pupils should be able to  

 Your life 1 



house of commons is. 

 How laws are made. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pupils should learn to  

 Understand what the 

house of lords is. 

 Reforming the lords 

 

 

 

 

Pupils should learn to 

 Explore the 

government in action  

 What political parties 

are? 

 The cabinet and the 

opposition  

 

 

 

 

Pupils should learn to  

 Understand the 

finances of the 

government  

Brainstorm with pupils different ideas 

about the house of commons. 

 

Show pupils a clip from house of 

commons 

 

As a class read and discuss pg 76 ‘Your 

Life 1. Highlight the main points and go 

through with the pupils how a law is 

made. 

 

Give pupils a list of questions to answer 

based on the information they have been 

given.  

 

Hand out information sheet on the house 

of lords. Go through with pupils the basic 

function of the house of lords and how 

they have undergone reform. Discuss 

pupils’ opinions on the house of lords and 

whether they agree that the current reform 

of the house of lords has not gone far 

enough.  

 

Give pupils information on what the 

government does on a day to day basis 

and what political parties are. Ask them 

to research what the cabinet is and the 

opposition.  

 

Ask pupils to compile a list of who’s who 

in the parliament. They are to list the 

name of the prime minister and the 

 

Understand how laws are made  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pupils should be able to 

 

Understand the basic function 

of the house of lords  

 

Recognise the difference 

between the house of commons 

and the house of lords.  

Pupils should be able to  

 

Understand the role of political 

parties 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pupils should be able to  

 



 How the government 

raises money and 

what it gets spent on 

 

Pupils should learn to  

 Understand how MPs 

are elected 

 Understand the 

present voting system 

and proportional 

representation 

 

 

 

cabinet, the leader of the opposition and 

the shadow cabinet and the leaders of 

other political parties. 

 

As a class read through and discuss pg 79 

‘Your life 1’. In groups they are to 

summarise what they have learnt about 

the government’s finances.  

  

 

 

 

As a class read through and discuss ‘your 

life1’ pg 80-81 and outline the main 

points. Give pupils copy master 16. This 

presents the arguments for and against 

changing the electoral system and 

introducing proportional representation.  

Hold a debate  

Understand how the 

government raises money  

 

 

 

 

Pupils should be able to 

 

Reflect on how effective the 

present electoral system is. 

 

Reflect and clarify their values 

and make opinions about 

different issues. 

SMSC Audit: The above unit should help pupils: 

 appreciate the importance of equality before the law 

 cherish the individual liberty afforded to citizens of these islands 

 understand the importance of identifying with different people and their cultures 

 understand the importance of developing a sense of community and togetherness 

 learn to be committed to personal and social responsibilities 

 be aware of significant personalities, events and turning points in our history 

 be conversant with examples of British culture 

 develop respect for other people beyond their own culture and faith 
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