
 

Year 8 Citizenship- Term 3 

 

In this unit, pupils learn about and explore what powers the police have to stop and search people and to question them. They will also 

learn about the systems of reprimands, warnings and prosecutions. 

 

Completion time: approx 6 weeks 

 

 

Objectives Teaching activities 
Expected 

outcomes/skills 
Resources 

 

Pupils should learn to 

 Think about police 

duties and powers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pupils should learn to 

 Develop and 

understand their 

knowledge about 

police duties and 

powers. 

 

 

 

Discuss with pupils their views about the police. 

Give pupils copy master 8- ‘What are your rights?’ This 

presents three situations involving young people and the 

police. Pupils have to discuss and decide what their 

individual rights are. 

 

In groups are to discuss their ideas and views and share 

these with the class. 

 

Give pupils an article to discuss pg 38 ‘Your life 2’, as a 

class read through the article and give pupils a chance to 

voice their opinions. 

 

Give pupils are couple of statements on stop and search, 

in pairs they are to discuss and decide which they agree 

with and why, and then record their ideas into their 

books. 

 

Write a list of questions for pupils to answer on stop and 

search. 

 

 

Pupils should be able to: 

 

Understand what powers 

police have. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pupils should be able to 

 

Reflect in detail duties of 

Police. 

 

 

 

 

 

Your Life 1 



 

 

 

 

Pupils should learn to 

 Expand and develop 

their knowledge of the 

police. 

 Understand the 

difference between 

reprimands, warnings 

and prosecution. 

 

 

 

 

Pupils should learn to 

 Focus on the role the 

police play in 

maintaining public 

order. 

 

 

 

 

 

Pupils should learn to 

 Understand/explore 

attitudes towards the 

police, Are they doing  

a good job? 

Using the internet pupils are to research and find out 

some background information about the police and how 

they deal with young children. 

 

As a class read through pg 39 ‘Your Life 2’ and discuss 

the main ideas with pupils. 

 

Pupils are to record the definitions of reprimands, 

warnings, and prosecutions in their own words. 

 

As a plenary task pupils are to discuss what they feel 

about the system of dealing with young people who 

break the law. 

Ask them to think about how it is fair to prosecute a 

person for their third offence, despite how minor the 

other two offences have been. 

 

Read through page 40 ‘Your life 2’ as a class. Clarify 

any difficult concepts/issues/words. In groups pupils are 

to discuss situations in when they have been in a large 

crowd that the police have been controlling. They are 

then to talk about the way the police handled the 

situation and the crowd. 

 

Give pupils a statement to discuss. Ask them to consider 

whether media portrays a distorted image of what 

happens at demonstrations. 

What do you think of the police? Ask pupils to write 

down one word in ten seconds. 

Listen to answers to initiate discussion. 

 

Using the statements from pg 41 ‘Your Life 2’ ask 

pupils to write down each one and decide whether they 

 

 

 

 

Pupils should be able to: 

 

Understand the 

difference between 

reprimands, warnings 

and their consequences. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pupils should be able to: 

 

Reflect and clarify their 

values and make 

opinions about different 

issues. 

 

 

 

 

 

Pupils should be able to: 

 

Reflect and clarify their 

values and make 



agree, disagree or are unsure. 

 

Pupils are to write a statement. ‘What do you think the 

police behave?’ and what their attitudes are towards the 

police. 

opinions about different 

issues. 

SMSC Audit: The above unit will help pupils:  

 understand the importance of e-safety  

 learn that their behaviour has an effect on their own rights and those of others 

 understand that their personal values may differ to others but other values, beliefs and opinions must still be respected 

 understand the importance of supporting the principle freedom of expression 

 be committed to personal and social responsibilities 

 develop respect for other people beyond their own culture and faith 

 cherish the individual liberty afforded to citizens of these islands 

 appreciate the importance of equality before the law 

 understand the importance of developing a sense of community and togetherness 

 be conversant with examples of British culture 
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