
Year 8 Citizenship- Term 5 

 

In this unit, pupils learn about the freedom of speech and diversity of views, and the role of the media in informing and influencing public opinion and holding 

those in power to account 

 

Objectives Teaching activities Expected outcomes/skills Resources 

 

Pupils should learn to 

 Discuss the power and 

influence of 

advertising  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pupils should learn to 

 Understand the rules of 

advertisements which 

target children 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

-Begin with series of questions about brand names. Ask students to write 

down the name of the brand they associate with certain products, e.g. 

1)crisps, 2)cola, 3)chocolate bars, 4)trainer, 5)mobile phones. Record 

their answers on the board and discuss which brand names occurred the 

most often and why. Discuss how much this is due to advertising.  

-Read inductor paragraph about advertising on page 46. 

 

-Read ‘Is advertising good or bad?’ (page 46). Ask groups to draw up 

lists of the arguments in favour of advertising and against advertising.  

 

-Read ‘how much influence do adverts have on you?’ (page 46). In 

groups, ask students to talk about current advertisements they have seen. 

Which are the most popular? How effective are they? Do they just make 

you remember the product or do they actually influence you to buy the 

product? 

-Have a class discussion on how much influence they think 

advertisements have on them and others. 

 

-Read ‘Advertising an children’ (Page 47).  

-In pairs, ask students to study the Radio Authority guidelines and talk 

about the reason for each rule.  

-Hold a class discussion of the Swedish view that all television adverts 

aimed at children should be banned throughout the EU. 

 

-Read Copymaster 10 and ask groups to discuss their views on the 

portrayal of women and men in advertisements, and on the issue of 

whether people from ethnic minorities are under-represented in adverts. 

 

-Ask students to research how the advertising industry is regulated by 

 

Pupils should be able to: 

Understand the power and 

influence of advertising 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pupils should be able to: 

Reflect and make opinions 

about advertisements which 

target children. 

 

 

 

 

 

Pupils should be able to: 

Understand that the 

 

Your Life 2 



 

 

 

Pupils should learn to: 

 Examine TV 

advertising 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pupils should learn: 

 How TV and radio 

adverts are made and 

how advertisers use 

sponsorship and 

celebrity 

endorsements. 

 

 

 

 

 

using the internet (see www.asa.org.uk) to find out what the Advertising 

Standards Authority is and how it deals with complaints. 

 

-Show the class an advert for a product. Ask ‘what image of the product 

is given?’. Talk about how the image is created – by the setting, the type 

of people in it, the words used, and the sound effects. Ask: ‘How much 

actual information about the product is given in the advert?’ ‘How does 

the advert try to sell the product – by giving information and/or creating 

an image?’ 

 

-Read ‘The commercial break’ (page 48).  

-Ask students to make a list of techniques used in TV adverts. 

 

-Read and discuss ‘Celebrity endorsements’ (page 49). Talk about 

current examples of celebrity endorsements. Are some more effective 

than others? Can students explain why? 

 

-Read ‘sponsorship’ (page 49).  

-Debate the view that big companies should donate their money to 

charities and worthy causes, rather than spend hufe sums on 

sponsorships. Discuss whether the publicity they would generate from 

doing so would be effective as the publicity they would get from 

sponsorship. 

 

-Give students Copymaster 10A to assess understanding of advertising. 

advertisement industry is 

regulated. 

 

Pupils should be able to: 

Show their understanding of 

how advertisers get their 

message across. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pupils should be able to: 

Debate their views on 

sponsorships and 

endorsements. 

SMSC Audit: The above unit should help pupils: 

 appreciate the importance of equality before the law 

 cherish the individual liberty afforded to citizens of these islands 

 understand the importance of identifying with different people and their cultures 

 learn to be committed to personal and social responsibilities 

 be aware of significant personalities, events and turning points in our history 

 be conversant with examples of British culture 

 develop respect for other people beyond their own culture and faith 

 understand that their personal values may differ to others but other values, beliefs and opinions must still be respected 

 understand the importance of supporting the principle freedom of expression 
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