
Al-Ashraf Secondary School for Girls  
 

Title of unit: ‘Non-fictioneers’  Year:  7 Term: 6 Duration:  3W/12L 
Library Lesson once a fortnight.  

Overview: 
� This scheme of work will focus on non-fiction and allow students to develop the skills pertaining to this module in terms of reading 

and writing about non-fiction texts as well as constructing their own work. The focal objectives of this scheme cover reading and 
writing to inform, educate and advise as well as writing to persuade. Students will be given an opportunity to develop and improve 
their persuasive writing techniques which they initially attempted in Term 2 and engage in report reading and writing, letter writing 
and travel writing. They will become confident with commenting on the overall effectiveness of different non-fiction works by 
exploring T.A.P (text, audience and purpose) and applying this to their own writing. Key Assessments will include both a reading and 
writing task for this module.  

APP Focuses:  
 
Writing: 
 
AF2: To produce texts which are appropriate to task, reader and 
purpose.  
 
AF5: Vary sentences for clarity, purpose and effect.  
 
AF6 – Write with technical accuracy of syntax and punctuation in 
phrases, clauses and sentences.   
 
AF7 – Select appropriate and effective vocabulary. 
 
AF8 – Use correct spelling, handwriting and presentation.  
 
Reading: 
 
AF2: To understand, describe, select or retrieve information, ideas and 
events from texts and use quotation and reference to text.  
 
AF4: Identify and comment on the structure and organisation of texts.  
 
AF5: To explain and comment on writer’s use of language  
 
AF6: Identify and comment on writers’ purposes and viewpoints.  

Progression through STEPS:  2-4 
 
Strand: 5 (Spelling, punctuation and grammar) 
� Uses commas confidently for different clauses 
� Uses full stops, commas, question marks, speech marks 

and exclamation marks 
� Has generally accurate spelling, although some longer 

words may be inaccurate 
� Has an awareness of homophones; correct choices 

generally made. 
 

Strand: 2 (Reading non-fiction)  
� Can show understanding of important ideas and events  
� Start to use inferences and deduction to show an 

understanding of deeper meanings 
� Pick out important quotes from the text  
� Express why particular layout and presentation choices 

were made  
 

Strand: 4 (Non-fiction writing) 
� Begins to write different types and styles of text 
� Begins to have adventurous word choices  
� Has a developing awareness of different word choices, 

sentence structures, persuasive techniques and how to 
use them correctly 

 
SMSC & British Values  
 
Social  
Students will work individually, in pairs and in groups, which promotes both team work and autonomy, helping to build self-confidence. 
Students will constantly be given the opportunity to feedback and assess each other’s work thus promoting peer friendly learning as well 
as contributing to progress in the society of the classroom.  Group activities are planned into the curriculum. Students are expected to 
participate and work together cooperatively to complete tasks. Roles are often assigned to individual students to develop their ability to 
work as a unit or community. Almost every lesson involves paired discussion and often wider class discussions. In this particular SoW 
students will learn to communicate their ideas and opinions persuasively whilst keeping in mind social considerations of polite but 
passionate exchange of ideas. Students will develop debating skills particularly in the form of writing as they learn to form counter 
arguments and undermine opposing arguments using reason and logic.  
Moral 
Students will be encouraged to make reasoned judgements and consider moral implications of social issues relevant even today. For 
example they will complete a task on turkey farming and suggest why people would become vegetarian based on appalling animal 
welfare in slaughter houses, cattle farms etc. They will look at the idea of racism by reading and analysing Martin Luther King’s ‘I have a 
dream’ speech and discuss its importance, effectiveness and relevance today in raising awareness of racial intolerance. They will write a 
persuasive speech asking David Attenborough to re-consider his stance on keeping a komodo dragon in captivity in light of ethical issues 
and animal rights.  
Spiritual  
Debating, discussing, speaking and listening are core skills that students are encouraged to use and develop.  Students are encouraged to 
be critical yet understanding of the views of others; including other students. Through carefully planned debates and discussions, 
students learn to take interest in and respect the views of others.  



Lessons are interactive and engaging so that students develop a sense of enjoyment and fascination in learning about how the world 
they live in has changed over time. Students are encouraged to ask questions and to independently investigate elements of the 
curriculum that interest them.  Will also create an educational piece of text on how to care for a domestic animal thus encouraging 
responsibility and sense of care and duty within students. 
Cultural  
Through peer assessment, group discussions, class feedback sessions and debates, students are introduced to peer concepts, values and 
events not encounterable otherwise. Students will also be asked to communicate their opinions and knowledge in varied ways i.e. mind-
maps, a report and review for a publisher, an informative and educational piece of text on domestic animals and a letter.  

Outline of Scheme: 
Week L/O and Key Questions 

(Differentiated)  
Key Activities 

1 L/O: Read about dragons in non-
fiction texts and write to inform, 
advise and educate.  
 
Can I select evidence from the text 
to answer questions and comment 
on the use of illustrations and 
colour to engage a reader? 
Can I review layout and the use of 
headings and sub-headings in a 
report? 
Can I comment on the usefulness 
and effectiveness of a report based 
on its layout and language? 
 

Starter: Brainstorm the different examples of non-fictions. Intervention: clue provided. 
Read non-fiction text on Komodo dragons as a class.  
Development: In pairs, answer comprehension style questions to read for meaning using 
full sentences and SPaG.  
Group work: Vocabulary and spelling: differentiated questions within the group to be 
discussed and annotated before a class feedback session.  
Writing to analyse, review and comment: how does this text on Komodo dragons help 
you to understand information about dragons? Students to write an answer in the form 
of a report to a publisher. Intervention: questions for consideration and model answer 
provided. (Key Assessment 1) Challenge: make a clear recommendation about whether 
this sample is worth publishing or not and whether it is aimed at the right market. 
Provide reasons why.  
Plenary: Write a note to an alien describing what you have learnt today.  
 
Homework: (Key Assessment 2): writing to inform, explain and describe: prepare an 
information sheet about a domestic animal or pet.  

2 L/O: Recap persuasive techniques 
and become confident 
implementing them in my own 
writing  
 
Can I identify different persuasive 
techniques within a text? 
Can I make my own examples of 
persuasive writing techniques and 
make my writing more emotive? 
Can I appeal to character, emotion 
and reason in my writing?  
 
 
 
 
 
L/O: Write my own persuasive 
piece of text.  
 
Can I express simple ideas and use 
adjectives in my writing? 
Can I use facts and description to 
express my ideas more clearly? 
Can I use at last three persuasive 
techniques in my writing?  
 

Starter: Pass the ball persuasive technique game  
Development: make notes on printed handout as we recap 8 of the most used effective 
persuasive techniques. Intervention: attention drawn to leaning mnemonic (PERSUADE). 
Challenge: Can you write down examples too?  
Group work: read through excerpts of Martin Luther King’s speech. Identify the 
PERSUADE technique used by highlighting/annotating the relevant sections.  
Teacher led presentation on appealing to character, reason and emotion with mini 
practice exercises.  
You work for the Vegetarian society and you are trying to persuade people that turkey 
farming is cruel. Improve the facts to make them more emotive.  
Improve given headlines for ‘Al-Ashraf Affairs’ to make them more appealing and 
emotional for a reader. Intervention and challenge: Complete either 3, 4 or all of the 
headlines.   
Persuade the overworked customer services assistant at your local department store to 
refund/exchange your unwanted Christmas present.  
Plenary: Peer Assessment  
 
Starter:  Look at the feedback given to you in Term 2 when you wrote a letter as 
Coraline’s Other Mother. How would you improve your second attempt and how 
confident do you feel? 
Development: Class reading of David Attenborough’s ‘Zoo quest for a dragon.’  
Write a persuasive speech expressing concern at David Attenborough wanting to keep 
one of the animals in captivity.  
Intervention: helpful hints provided.  
Plenary: persuade me that what you have learnt today is important.  

3 L/O: Write an official letter using 
persuasive techniques.  
Do I understand the basic letter 
writing format and rules? 
Can I compose my own letter using 
formal language and implementing 
the basic rules of letter writing? 

Starter: Re-order the letter that is cut up in front of you. Think about: 
• how a letter should be set out 
• The logical order of the paragraphs   

Development: Come up with the rules of writing a letter. (Group work) Challenge: 
present your ideas in a letter format. Read through the cut-out letter again. Can you find 
any words that link the paragraphs/sentences together? Highlight them.  
Match up the informal language with its formal equivalent. Write a formal letter to your 
principal on any one of the issues on the following slide. 



Can I compose a persuasive letter 
using the correct format and 
structure?  
 
L/O: Know what travel writing is 
and write a descriptive paragraph 
about a place I have travelled to.  
 
Do I understand what travel 
writing is and use some adjectives 
in my writing? 
Can I write descriptively using 
adjectives, verbs and adverbs? 
Can I write a descriptive paragraph 
about a place I have travelled to 
using figurative language and 
adventurous word choices? 
 
 

Plenary: Read out your letters. Which one is worthy of your vote?  
 
 
 
Starter: Complete the passports you have been given. Write down the places you have 
been on.  Challenge: Draw the stamps for the countries 
Development: Select one of the places you have been to. Do not mention its name. 
Write a description of the place using nouns/adjectives/adverbs and 
verbs/metaphors/alliteration etc.  
Plenary: Fill in peer-assessment templates for your partner. Work with somebody who 
you have not worked with for two weeks. Intervention: marking guidelines provided.  
 
Starter: What is travel writing? Look at the images on the following slide and try to come 
up with some ideas. What different types of travel writing might there be? Record your 
ideas on a mind- map.  
Development: For each piece of travel writing you have included, write next to it: 

• Audience (who read it) 
• Purpose (why they would read it) 
• The form (brochure/leaflet/ticket etc.) 

Explain what travel writing is to your partner. Between you, agree on a definition. Be 
ready to share with class. 
Plenary: Use the words at the bottom of the page to complete the missing blanks to 
explain what travel writing is 
 

 Key Assessment/s:  1) Reading non-fiction for meaning and writing to analyse, review and comment: 
how does this text on Komodo dragons help you to understand information 
about dragons? 

2) Writing to inform, explain and describe: prepare an information sheet about a 
domestic animal or pet. 

Differentiation :  
 
HL/LL students working in pairs.  
Mixed ability group discussions 
Word banks and scaffolding  
Challenge questions to illicit deeper thinking and engagement with the tasks.  
Differentiated tasks 
Teacher support  
Model answers  
Fill in the blanks for LA with option to also compose full sentences.  
Model answers provided.  
 
Please see KEY ACTIVITIES for further detail on challenge and intervention strategies.  
Cross-curricular links:  
 
History: America, Martin Luther King and the Civil Rights Movements.  
Geography: Natural habitation of animals i.e. Komodo dragons and domestic animal or pet; creating passports and stamps for the 
countries travelled to; writing descriptive passages about foreign countries.  
Critical thinking: Writing and thinking of counter arguments.  
Literacy: Varied writing tasks such as a mind-maps, descriptive passages, letters and reports. Focus on spelling, grammar and 
punctuation issues when marking work within the class as well as with homework and key assessments. Key subject terms checked for 
correct spelling.  
 
Personalised Learning and Thinking Skills (PLTSs): 
 

� Independent Enquirers 
� Creative Thinkers 
� Reflective Learners 
� Effective Participators 
� Team Workers  
� Self – Managers  

 
 



 

AFL 
 
Summative Assessments: 
 
One/two key assessment/s over the term. 
Homework over a cumulative period.  
 
Formative Assessments: 
 
Strategic questioning  
Think-pair-share  
Peer assessment  
3-2-1 countdown 
Classroom polls  
Exit tickets  
Self-assessment  
Target setting  
Opportunity to edit marked pieces of work 
Learning levels displayed before and end of lesson.  
No hands approach 
 
Homework will be set once a week.  
Scholastic strand sheets used to set guidelines and targets and track student progress.  


