
Al - Ashraf Secondary School for Girls 

Scheme of Work – English: Shakespeare – The Merchant of Venice (Continuation from Term 3) 

Year Group: 8 Term: 4 No. of Lesson per week: 5 No. of weeks: 5  

Aims/Objectives: 

 To develop an awareness in pupils of how to interpret and analysis a 

Shakespearean play 

 To understand the construct of a play and how to compare it to a 

continuous prose 

 To use drama as a means of reading the play as to make it more 

authentic 

Intended Learning Outcomes: 

ALL pupils will be able to understand how to recognise the difference between play and 

prose and develop an awareness of Shakespearean language and techniques 

MOST pupils will be able to use drama to interpret and understand and analyse the 

themes and characters in the play 

SOME pupils will be able to compare and contrast plays and prose thoroughly and show 

deep understanding when reading Shakespearean language through explanation. 

SMSC – Spiritual, Moral, Social 

and Cultural  Development: 

 Expressing thoughts and 

feelings in a safe 

environment  

 Developing understanding 

around the social and 

moral dilemmas presented 

by Shakespeare such as 

the treatment of Jews 

 Relating texts to their own 

feelings and ideas  

 Developing cultural 

understanding of how 

Shakespeare contributes 

to British Culture 

Reference to National Curriculum: 

 Developing reading for pleasure as a way to increase wide ranging vocabulary and 

recognising grammatical patterns which can be applied in writing exercises.  

 Understanding the grammar terms in English and use of discussion in learning. 

 Understanding the relevance of setting, plot and themes in texts and how such aspects of 

novels can be analysed and how themes can be explored. 

 Making critical comparisons across texts in using characters, themes and targeted audience. 

Literacy: 

Focus on spelling and 

developing of reading skills. 

A look at deduction and 

understanding how 

playwrights address their 

audience 

Numeracy: 

Problem solving activities 

Differentiation: 

 Support through translations and 

summaries of the acts/scenes.  

 Gifted and talented will give detailed 

analysis of Shakespearean language and 

techniques 

Teaching Strategies: 

 Use of extracts for comparison 

 Review of playwriting and tones and 

techniques used by Shakespeare 

 Pupil-led learning through targeted 

questioning 

 Group work for dramatization of play 

Cross-curricular: 

Drama 

History 

Assessment: 

Use of AFL techniques to 

gage day to day learning 

Pupils write a short essay 

comparing plays and prose 

Independent Learners Creative Thinkers Reflective Learners Team Workers Self-Managers Effective Participators 

Using resources on their own 

without asking the class 

teacher: 3b4 me: previous 

work, class resources, peer, 

teacher 

Developing ideas and 

incorporating them into 

work and creating 

perspectives to various 

scenes 

Using feedback from 

teacher and peers to 

improve in all areas and to 

use respond positively to 

constructive criticism 

Collaborating with 

classmates to work 

towards goals and 

providing support for 

each other 

Using time management and 

developing organisational skills 

and using resources in a way 

which facilitates extensive 

learning 

Showing enthusiasm in class 

discussions and providing 

answers and questions to 

facilitate group discussions 

 



 


