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ENGLISH DEPARTMENT SCHEME OF WORK  

 TERMS 3 & 4 2016-2017 

 

YEAR 9 

 

Ongoing 

 

Objective: to increase pupils’ range of vocabulary and accuracy of spelling 

on a regular, formalized basis. 

 

1. Weekly vocabulary / spelling lists, given as homework and 

tested in class (outcome). 

 

Objective: to promote the pupils’ access to and enjoyment of reading for 

pleasure.  This will provide clear opportunities for applications of SMSC 

aspects. 

 

2. Library lesson once a week. 

  

 

1. The Year 9 scheme of work for terms 3 & 4 will continue to build 

on the theme of witchcraft which is explored in Witch Child by Celia 

Rees, leading on to a study of Macbeth by William Shakespeare. 

 

 A milestone piece of writing will be undertaken upon completion of 

the class reading of the novel. 

 

 Writing to argue/persuade/advise  

 Pupils will work in pairs to elicit evidence from the novel to 

decide whether or not the main character is a witch. 

 Information sheets about how to write an argument will be 

provided and studied. 

 Pupils will be given a timed essay in class to argue their point  

 of view about whether or not the main character is a witch. 

 

3. The study of Macbeth will fulfil the NC requirement to study plays by 

Shakespeare at KS3. 
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 Pupils will read a simplified version of the play in the form of a 

poem written in rhyming couplets; this will familiarise them with 

the plot. 

 Pupils will then listen to the play on CD while reading the text. 

 Pupils will watch the film version of the play. 

 Pupils will then study selected scenes more closely in preparation 

for a GCSE 9-1 style context question on their summer examination 

paper. 

 

4. Reading skills  

 

The pupils will also explore 19th and 21st century non-fiction texts in 

order to familiarise themselves with the requirements of the new GCSE 

9-1 courses: 

 

 19th century non-fiction: "A Walk in a Workhouse" - Charles 

Dickens (SMSC: all strands covered – the persecution of the 

Victorian poor) 

 21st century non-fiction: America's True History of Religious 

Tolerance (SMSC: all strands covered – the persecution of the 

native Americans) 
 

Through studying these texts, the pupils will develop their reading and 

thinking skills, which will include:  

 

 exploring the characteristics of the genre 

 reading to identify facts 

 choosing appropriate evidence to support an answer 

 summarising 

 reading for inference and deduction 

 analysing character 

 effects of literary devices 

 creation of mood 

 

5. Speaking and Listening activities: 

 

 Paired search for evidence in Witch Child to support an 

argument. 

 Preparing speeches or whole scenes from Macbeth. 

 Pair or group exploration of unseen texts. 
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Differentiation 

 

 Verbal and oral questions will be pitched to reflect the mixed 

ability of the pupils, with access to higher order reading tasks 

available to all, irrespective of ability. 

 Remedial work in basic skills – spelling, punctuation and grammar – 

will be provided as and when needed, either on a class, small group 

or individual basis, according to the needs of the pupils. 

 Paired and group work will be used for some activities, organised 

either by mixed ability or by higher, average and below average 

ability. 

 Differentiation by outcome will be applied to formal written and 

oral tasks. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


