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ENGLISH DEPARTMENT SCHEME OF WORK  

 TERMS 3 & 4 2017-2018 

 

YEAR 9 

 

Ongoing 

 

Objective: to increase pupils’ range of vocabulary and accuracy of spelling 

on a regular, formalised basis. 

 

1. Weekly vocabulary / spelling lists, given as homework and tested in 

class (outcome). 

 

Objective: to promote the pupils’ access to and enjoyment of reading for 

pleasure.  This will provide clear opportunities for applications of SMSC 

aspects. 

 

2. Library lesson once a week. 

 

Narrative poetry 

 

Objective: to introduce the pupils to a narrative format which will 

challenge them and help to prepare them for the more difficult GCSE 

texts. 

 

The students will explore a range of 19th century narrative poems as 

follows: 

� La Belle Dame Sans Merci by John Keats 

� My Last Duchess by Robert Browning 

� The Laboratory by Robert Browning 

 

The poems deal with the themes of power and betrayal (SMSC). They will 

be used as a stimulus for reading, writing, speaking and listening tasks 

including: 

 

o exploring the characteristics of the genre 

o reading to identify facts 

o choosing appropriate evidence to support an answer 

o summarising 

o reading for inference and deduction 
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o analysing character 

o effects of literary devices 

o creation of mood 

 

Personal responses to the above texts will enable the students to 

produce practice pieces of writing to: 

 

� analyse the poets’ use of language, form and structure 

� compare texts 

 

Macbeth – William Shakespeare 

 

Objective: the study of Macbeth (SMCS: themes – 

power/ambition/appearance and reality/good v evil) will fulfil the NC 

requirement to study plays by Shakespeare at KS3. 

 

� Pupils will read a simplified version of the play in the form of a 

poem written in rhyming couplets; this will familiarise them with 

the plot. 

� Pupils will then listen to the play on CD while reading the text. 

� Pupils will watch the film version of the play. 

� Pupils will then study selected scenes more closely in preparation 

for a GCSE 9-1 style context question on their summer examination 

paper. 

 

Language reading skills  

 

The pupils will also explore 19th and 21st century non-fiction texts and 

20th century fiction texts to familiarise themselves with the 

requirements of the new GCSE 9-1 course.  Texts will be taken from 

appropriate sources. 

 

Through studying these texts, the pupils will develop their reading and 

thinking skills, which will include:  

 

� exploring the characteristics of the genre 

� reading to identify facts 

� choosing appropriate evidence to support an answer 

� summarising 

� reading for inference and deduction 

� analysing character 
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� effects of literary devices 

� creation of mood 

 

Differentiation 

 

� Verbal and oral questions will be pitched to reflect the mixed 

ability of the pupils, with access to higher order reading tasks 

available to all, irrespective of ability. 

� Remedial work in basic skills – spelling, punctuation and grammar – 

will be provided as and when needed, either on a class, small group 

or individual basis, according to the needs of the pupils. 

� Paired and group work will be used for some activities, organised 

either by mixed ability or by higher, average and below average 

ability. 

� Differentiation by outcome will be applied to formal written and 

oral tasks. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


