
 

Key topic 1: Queen, government and religion, 1558-69. 
 

Key Topic 1 breakdown: 
 
1.1 The situation on Elizabeth's accession 

1.2 The ‘settlement’ of religion 

1.3 Challenge to the religious settlement 

 

Content overview:  
 
1.1 Elizabethan England in 1558: society 

and government. 

The Virgin Queen: the problem of her 

legitimacy, gender, marriage. Her 

character and strengths. 

Challenges at home and from abroad: 

the French threat, financial weaknesses. 

 

1.2 Religious divisions in England in 1558. 

Elizabeth’s religious Settlement (1559):   

its features and impact. 

The Church of England: its role in      

society. 

 

1.3 The nature and extent of the Puritan 

challenge. 

The nature and extent of the Catholic 

challenge, including the role of the 

nobility, Papacy and foreign powers. 

 

Learning outcomes overview:  
 
Know and understand how English society and 

government were organised.  

 

Know and understand what problems Elizabeth 

faced in becoming queen.  

 

Know and understand how Elizabeth dealt with 

the problems caused by England’s religion.  

 

Learning outcomes breakdown:  
 
1.1 Understand the structure of Elizabethan 

society in 1558. 

Understand the circumstances Elizabeth 

I found herself in when she came to the 

throne, including the issue of her 

legitimacy. 

Understand the challenges Elizabeth 

faced, both at home and abroad, during 

the early years of her reign.  

 

1.2 Understand the key features of the  

English Reformation and religious 

divisions in England in 1558.  

 Understand the key features and 

              impact of Elizabeth’s religious               

settlement.  

 Understand the role of the Church of 

England under Elizabeth’s rule.  



 

1.3 Understand the nature and extent of the 

Puritan challenge to Elizabeth I.  

Understand the nature and extent of the 

Catholic Church, including the revolt of 

the Northern Earls. 

Understand the nature and extent of the 

threat of foreign powers to Elizabeth I.  

 
Assessment Objectives:  
 

AO1: Demonstrate knowledge and 

understanding of the key features and 

characteristics of the period studied.  

 

AO2: Explain and analyse historical events and 

periods studied using second order historical 

concepts.  

 

Concepts: 
 

Knowledge and understanding.  

Causation  

Significance  

Change and continuity  

 

SMSC & British Values:  
 
Spiritual:  
Consider and discuss how the student would 

react if in the same situation, promoting 

empathy and understanding. 
Moral: 
Pupils are asked to consider and comment on 

moral questions and dilemmas. Notions of right 

and wrong are explored in connection with 

events from the past.  

Social:  
Students will work in teams and enhance their 

own social development through collaboration. 

Continued discussions on social issues will run 

through each lesson. 

Emphasis on the Monarch’s desire to resolve 

conflict reasonably and without violence.   

Confidence and ability to express own personal 

beliefs and feelings in a safe environment. 

Respect for each other’s viewpoint. An 

appreciation of ‘otherness’ and acceptance of 

difference. 
Cultural: 
Examine how other cultures have had an impact 

on the development of ‘British’ culture and 

values. How historians have influenced and 

shaped today’s society through research and 

interpretation. 

Reference to National Curriculum:  
 
- Inspire curiosity and interest in understanding 

historical events 

- Understand historical concepts such as 

continuity and change, cause and consequence, 

similarity, difference and significance, and use 

them to make connections, draw contrasts, 

analyse trends, frame historically valid 

questions and create their own structured 

accounts, including written narratives and 

analyses. 

- understand the methods of historical enquiry, 

including how evidence is used rigorously to 

make historical claims, and discern how and 

why contrasting arguments and interpretations 

of the past have been constructed  

- Using interpretations of history to generate 

their own ideas of historical events. 

-  gain historical perspective by placing their 

growing knowledge into different contexts, 

understanding the connections between local, 

regional, national and international history; 

between cultural, economic, military, political, 

religious and social history; and between short- 

and long-term timescales. 

 
  



Students to compare the structure of Tudor 

government and their hierarchy system of power 

with Britain today to recognise the value of 

democracy in shaping Britain today. 

To understand and appreciate the impact of 

historical events on social classes and cultural 

development. 

 

BV:  

Highlight the religious settlement to appease 

both Catholics and Protestants as a positive 

quality demonstrating respect and tolerance for 

those with different beliefs. 

 

Cross curricular links:  
 
English  

Art 

Geography 

Drama: 

re-enactment of historical events. 

Literacy: 

Reading information. 

Understanding new words, with emphasis on 

spelling and meaning. 

Writing and proof-reading own work. 

Numeracy: 

Tables / consensus circles / data / date order / 

counting  

 

 

Key terms:  
 
Courtiers, extraordinary taxation, militia, 

divine right, patron, Crown, succession, 

Queen Regnant, Roman Catholic, royal 

prerogative, patronage, Royal Supremacy, 

pilgrimage, Saints, diocese, German states, 

mass, the reformation, intermediary, Last 

Supper, sacraments, Holy Communion, 

clergy, ecclesiastical, recusants, Papacy, 

heretics, martyr.  

 
 

 

 

.  

 


