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Overview: 
� This scheme of work will develop students’ understanding and knowledge about castles and their development between 1066 and 

1350. They will be encouraged to not only describe the progression of castles with the correct use of historical terminology but to 
also consider two key concepts of change and continuity and significance. The module will also focus on nurturing students’ ability 
to assess advantages and disadvantages of different castles and encourage them to critically and logically consider solutions for 
betterment. Feudal systems in society and within a castle will be explored thus allowing students to critically explore the 
significance of different roles and status within smaller and bigger communities. Students will study the Domesday Book and the 
nature of its importance to historians.  

 
SMSC  
 

S: Encouraging understanding of human feelings and emotions by placing them in 
their shoes through various empathy tasks such as writing diary extracts through the 
eyes of ….  
Considering the impact of the Norman conquest in castle building to explore attitudes 
towards conquests and nurture tolerance and acceptance towards others. 
M: History is a subject that lends itself to investigations, debates and a consideration 
of different viewpoints for example in terms of moral and ethical issues consideration 
is given to the conflicting views of the Anglo-Saxons vs. the Normans. 
The idea of a democratic state vs. forced loyalty is explored for example through the 
Horrible Histories video showing reactions to the survey of the Domesday Book.  
S: Questions encourage the scenario of ‘what would you do’ in the situation relating 
to various events throughout History and encouraging students to co-operate and 
resolve conflict. 
Team work supports social development for example the reconstruction relay activity 
encouraging participation on a group level.  
 Scholastic Strands Sheets – allowing autonomy for students to progress in steps. This 
promotes educational independence and challenges the students. Offers clear 
guidance and permits an awareness of current stage of knowledge. 
C: Through peer assessment and group work, students are introduced to concepts 
and events they would never have encountered.  
Written work helps develop empathy.  
Work within the subject allows them to express their opinions and communicate their 
knowledge in varied ways including the design of castle.  
Students will examine how other cultures have had an influence on ‘British’ culture. 
Appreciate a better understanding of British multicultural society. The contribution of 
different culture to human development and progress, which links to values of 
wisdom and endurance. 

Progression targets using  STEPS 
 
Strand 1 - Key concepts (Steps 2 – 5):  
 
Understand the requirements of the key 
concept.  
Identify arguments to solve historical problems. 
Explain arguments.  
Make links between arguments.  
 
Strand 2 – Source skills and interpretations 
(Steps 2-5):  
 
Retrieve information from a source.  
Make supported inferences from a source.  
Explain difference in sources.  
Consider the impact of an author on the source.  
Assess strengths and weaknesses of a source. 
 
Strand 3 – Knowledge (Steps 2-5): 
 
Demonstrate a chronological understanding of 
the period studied.  
Use correct historical terminology.  
Provide a detailed/in-depth narrative and recall 
sufficient factual material.  
 
 
 
 

Outline of Scheme: 
Week Key Questions Key Activities 

1 What are the features of a 
motte and bailey castle? Can I 
explain why the Normans built 
them? Can I assess its 
advantages and 
disadvantages?  

Sketch dream castle. Watch video for visual representation of motte and bailey castles and 
find key word definitions. Reconstruction relay to reproduce picture of motte and bailey 
castle in groups. Complete a side-by-side comparison of advantages and disadvantage Match 
key words to definitions to check understanding. 
 
Homework: Student to imagine they are an English noble living near a newly-constructed 
motte and bailey castle. To write a letter describing said castle.  

2 Can I describe the contents of 
the Domesday book and 
explain its significance to 
William? Can I evaluate its 
usefulness to Historians? 

Copy key words as starter exercise. Students encouraged to make their own notes whilst 
viewing PowerPoint presentation on the Domesday Book. Watch Horrible Histories video on 
the Domesday survey and record questions asked on pre-printed slide. To consider the 
following questions: What is the reason behind the name Domesday and why it might be 
useful to a historian? Students to fill in sentences as a plenary to check understanding of 
lesson.  
 
Homework: To find the definition of feudal and its origins.  



3 Can I describe what the feudal 
system was? Can I explain why 
William would have wanted a 
feudal system? Can I analyse 
how the system affected 
different people?  

Students to consider the ‘feudal’ system at school by completing the hierarchy table as a 
starter. Students to copy a diagram of the feudal system and annotate after viewing of Pp. In 
pairs students to match quotations with the different people in the hierarchy system. As a 
plenary, students to explain how the feudal system helped William to gain control of 
England.  
 
Homework: Students to research square keep castles.  

4 Can I describe different types 
of medieval castles? Can I 
compare motte and bailey 
castles with square keep 
castles? Can I explain the 
significance of the Normal 
conquest on the architecture 
of castles?  

As a starter, recall the strengths and weaknesses of motte and bailey castles. Students then 
to copy highlighted words as teacher presents the first stage of improvements made to 
castles. Students to then complete table by recording the improvements made by memory 
and then considering their advantages. Students to research different methods of attacking 
castles and then complete the table with further improvements made. As a plenary, 
students to be given descriptive cards which they can stick under the relevant castle 
displayed on the board.  
 
Homework: Design a leaflet/poster/mind-map that explains and illustrates the progression 
of castles between 1066 to the 1400s.  

5 Can I recall the names of 
weapons and tactics used in 
the siege of Rochester Castle? 
Can I summarise how these 
tactics were used? Can I 
explain how King John 
eventually got into Rochester 
Castle? 

As a starter, students to complete word search with key words for week’s lesson. Teacher to 
present background on King John and students will then watch BBC video exploring the 
siege. As development, students will produce a comic strip on a prepared template to depict 
the siege from beginning to end. Students to peer assess work. As a plenary students to be 
tested on the keywords by matching weapons and tactics with their correct definition.  
 
Homework: Key assessment - write a siege diary extract from the view of a soldier fighting 
for King John.  

6 Can I explain what day-to-day 
life in a castle was like for 
different people with different 
roles? Can I explain why 
castles were so important to 
Kings and barons?  

As a starter students to be given different clues about the different people in a castle. Using 
those clues students can complete puzzle template. Students to pick a character from a 
castle and in pairs interview each other about their roles. Present to class. They must then 
write a job advertisement to recruit someone to fill their post.  
Students to study a detailed diagram of a castle and then prepare a 2-3 minute speech which 
explains the keep in detail to be used to show around a baron’s guest of honour. Students to 
be given a picture of a castle with modern extensions. As a plenary students will create a set 
of notes to go with the picture to help sell the property as an estate agent.  
 
Homework: Key assessment - write a summary for a website about medieval castles.  

Differentiation :  
 
HL/LL students working in pairs  
Mixed ability group discussions 
Word banks 
Challenge questions to illicit deeper thinking and engagement with the tasks.  
Differentiated worksheets 
Teacher support  
Model answers  
 
 
 
Personalised Learning and Thinking Skills (PLTSs): 
 

� Independent Enquirers 
� Creative Thinkers 
� Reflective Learners 
� Effective Participators 
� Team Workers  
� Self – Managers  

 
AFL 
 
Summative Assessments: 
 
Mid-terms/end of term key assessments.  
Homework over a cumulative period.  

Cross Curricular:  
 

� English 
� Art  
� Geography  
� Drama  



 

 
Formative Assessments: 
 
Strategic questioning  
Think-pair-share  
Peer assessment  
3-2-1 countdown 
Classroom polls  
Exit tickets  
Self-assessment  
Target setting  
Opportunity to edit marked pieces of work 
Learning levels displayed before and end of lesson.  
 
Homework will be set once a week.  
Scholastic strand sheets used to set guidelines and targets and track student progress.  


