
Al - Ashraf Secondary School for Girls 

Scheme of Work – History – Britain and its Impact on the World: The British Empire 

Year Group: 8 Term: 3 No. of Lesson per week: 2 No. of weeks: 6  

Aims/Objectives: 

 To understand how the British Empire expanded throughout the world 

and what influence did Britain had upon these countries 

 Understanding how the former colonies contributed towards the 

expansion of the British Empire 

 To explore opinions on historical events and develop their own 

opinions/counterarguments in order to develop a critical and evaluative 

mind-set 

 To learn about cases studies of the British  Empire 

Intended Learning Outcomes: 

ALL pupils will be able to understand what is meant by the term Empire and how Britain 

developed into one 

MOST pupils will be able to explain and identify the ways in which the British Empire 

expanded throughout history in chronological order and how the colonies benefited the 

Empire 

SOME pupils will be able to create links between events and to explore various opinions 

around the expansion of the British Empire and how this has influenced the lives of the 

people in the former colonies today. Focus on writing. 

SMSC – Spiritual, Moral, Social 

and Cultural  Development: 

 To understand how 

historical events have 

impacted on social and 

cultural areas 

 Expressing curiosity in 

linking historical events to 

their own personal beliefs 

and feelings in a safe 

environment 

 Respecting one another 

and developing solutions 

together to help overcome 

moral dilemmas 

experienced  

Reference to National Curriculum: 

 Inspiring curiosity and interest in how Britain has impacted upon the world when creating 

the British Empire 

 Using interpretations of history to generate own ideas of historical events and evaluating the 

link between cause and consequence 

 Critically assessing how the British Empire influenced has influenced the former colonies 

today 

 Understanding the history of the former British colonies and their relevance in building the 

British Empire 

Literacy: 

Understanding new words 

emphasis on spelling and 

meaning, reading and 

listening to identify new 

words. Critical writing 

Numeracy: 

Timeline activities and 

problem solving 

Differentiation: 

 Support sheets e.g. differentiated writing 

frames to support weaker pupils 

 Gifted and talented pupils will be expected 

to analyse and evaluate the role of Britain 

in the world and the effect of the British 

Empire today 

Teaching Strategies: 

 Using pupil-led learning to increase 

pupil confidence when investigating 

historical events 

 Use of AFL to gage progress and 

provide effective feedback 

Cross-curricular: 

ICT If possible 

Geography 

Art 

Assessment: 

Short assessment in the 

form of an essay 

Independent Learners Creative Thinkers Reflective Learners Team Workers Self-Managers Effective Participators 

Investigating and researching 

independently using the 

resources available to build 

confidence 

Creating ideas around 

factual knowledge and 

extending learning through 

evaluating the facts and 

developing solutions 

Being able to reflect on 

learning through effective 

feedback from teacher 

and peers and being able 

to develop on criticism 

Working together 

effectively to explore 

ideas and situations in 

groups and to form 

solutions collaboratively 

Organising and developing 

time management skills and 

showing commitment 

individually through 

homework 

Showing enthusiasm through 

asking and answering questions 

in class and through sharing 

ideas on tasks/class activities 



  



Week: Title Learning Activities and Resources Assessment for Learning 

(AFL) 

Homework 

1: The Trans-Atlantic 

slave Trade (04/01/2016)  

What was the slave 

triangle and how did it 

work? 

What goods were 

transported in the 

triangle? 

Who was involved in the 

end of the slave trade? 

 Use of PPT: clip explaining how the slave trade worked and what the slave 

triangle was.  

 Pupils annotate a map explaining triangle slave trade and then explain in their 

own words the experiences of slaves from capture to plantation using images 

 Ending of the slave trade: a brief look at William Wilberforce 

 Abolition of slavery: discussion and understanding of how slavery ended. 

 A look at key dates 

 Pupils produce a piece of writing focussed on specific questions about the end 

of the slave trade and the abolition of slavery to form a whole piece to help use 

as revision 

Use of mini-plenaries to gage 

understanding : two stars and 

a wish; 

answering of questions 

use of quizzes 

to produce a timeline 

from the beginning of 

slavery to the end of 

slavery: pupils develop 

independent research 

skills. 

2: Case Study: America 

and the Caribbean  

When did the British 

settle in the Americas? 

What occurred as a result 

of the settlements? 

Impact on the Empire and 

trade 
 

 Exploration of the Americas and the Caribbean colonies through the use of a 

map and imagery: pupils match up dates to the different parts of the map when 

the British settled into different areas of the region. 

 Pupils identify how trade grew as a result of the industries in the Americas and 

the Caribbean and how this impacted upon the British Empire. 

 Pupils will explore key events in the region for example the slave revolts in 

Jamaica and how this impacted upon the settlements through questions and 

share their opinions through a class discussion. 

 Pupils learn the basic timeline of when the region gained independence and a 

look at key people who played a role in this. 

 

Use of targeted questioning 

and pupils answering of 

questions. 

 

Feedback on learning using 

WWW/EBI 

Revision of the case 

study and to write up 

answers to questions 

about the case study 

3: Case Study: India and 

the subcontinent 

When did the British 

enter India? 

What was the main 

purpose of their 

expansion in that region? 

 A look at India and the sub-continent and the ways in which the British settled 

into that region: Pupils learn about the trade of goods and how this caused the 

empire’s trade to grow. 

 Pupils will learn about the Indian reaction to British rule through short clips to 

gage discussion. Pupils answer questions based on the clips. 

 Pupils learn about Mahatma Ghandi and his role in leading the push for 

independence and how he has influenced India post-empire rule. 

 Pupils design a collage about the British Empire in India and write a short 

explanation about their collage 

Use of RAG and two stars and 

a wish based on the lesson to 

gage what pupils have learnt 

and what they are still 

uncertain about 

Revision of the case 

study and to write up 

answers to questions 

about the case study 

 

 



4: Case study: Africa 

What was the impact of 

the British expansion into 

Africa? 

(Link back to the trans-

Atlantic slave trade) 

 

 

 Pupils read and respond to feedback in their class books 

 Use of ppt: Identification of the main African countries which the British settled 

in and a look at the resources they gained from these countries 

 Further case studies of Africa and a look at the role of the Empire in countries 

such as Kenya which faced ethnic wars: Pupils will be given countries in pairs 

with short explanations in which they move around the class and explain to 

other pairs about their country and what impacted as a result of the British 

Empire. 

 Link back to the slave trade and the impact upon Africa. Exploration into the 

independence timeline of Africa and the differences between peaceful and 

violent fights for independence.  

Use of WWW/EBI to gage 

pupil understanding and use 

of targeted questioning 

 

Pupils answering of questions 

Revision of the case 

study and to write up 

answers to questions 

about the case study 

5: The British Empire: 

force for good or evil? 

How good or bad was the 

British Empire? 

What good or bad effects 

did the empire have on 

the people of the 

colonies? 

 Activity where pupils move around and interview their peers about their 

opinions about the British Empire and what was good or bad about it. Class 

discussion. 

 Use of hand-outs and cards 

 Second lesson will have a short introduction about the expectation of essays in 

history and point-evidence-explain: use of the previous lesson to do an example 

essay on the pros and cons of the British Empire. 

RAG to gage pupil 

understanding of the lesson 

Use of targeted questions to 

challenge pupils of all abilities 

To revise the case 

studies and the areas 

covered to prepare for 

an in-class essay test 

6: Revision 

to review the case studies 

and topics covered this 

term and to determine 

the level of essay writing 

in the class and to see 

how to improve this 

 The first lesson will focus on a short essay a choice questions to write for about 

30 minutes during the lesson to give pupils a grade: focus on PEE and timed 

conditions in order to prepare them for exams and for something they can use 

as a study guide. 

 Recap of the different case studies and class revision through the use of quizzes 

and pupils write up questions to ask each other about the British Empire and 

the Slave trade. 

 Pupils will receive their feedback on their lesson during the final class and this 

will allow them to set SMART targets for next term 

Pupils set their targets for 

next term based on what they 

have learnt for this term 

Half term homework: 

History project: Pupils 

choose one of the 

case studies and write 

up a short project 

based on a criteria. 

 


