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Overview: 
� This scheme of work will cover the British Depth study on Early Elizabethan England, 1558-1588. In accordance with this SoW students 

will be introduced to the beginning of Elizabeth’s reign as well as the issue of religion. Students will understand the structure of 
Elizabethan society and explore the circumstances and the domestic and foreign challenges Elizabeth I faced when coming to the 
throne. Focus will be given to Elizabeth’s legitimacy and students will challenge the stereotypical assumptions of an un-married female 
ruler. The second part of unit 1 will host student understanding and knowledge of the English Reformation and religious divisions in 
1558. They will break down the relationship between the Crown, the Church of England and the people and give consideration to the 
key features and impact of the Religious Settlement. The third part of unit 1 will detail the religious divisions post religious settlement 
where students will explore the Puritan, Catholic and foreign challenges and will be introduced to the Northern rebellion. 

� The key conceptual focuses of this unit are causation and significance in which students will learn to explain why certain events 
occurred and consider the significance of each event in contributing to larger events. 

�  Students will learn how to write their own hypotheses for enquiry questions throughout the unit and will be given opportunities to 
research and revise their hypotheses. Students will also be encouraged to consider their solutions for potential problems as well as 
assess the intensity of each problem faced by Elizabeth. Strength and Challenge questions will be strictly completed checks at the end 
of each unit where students will not only self-assess their own knowledge and understanding of the topic covered thus far, but will 
also be forming responses to GCSE enquiry questions. As part of this unit, student will have confidently completed 4 mark GCSE style 
questions as well as have been introduced to both 12 and 16 markers to ensure maximum awareness, understanding and 
opportunities for practice throughout the year.  

� This module will make up 20% of the GCSE course and will be examinable in Paper 2. Marks are also awardable for SPaG thus emphasis 
will be given to Literacy and writing skills throughout the unit.  

Key Words:  
 
Nobilty, gentry, Yeomen, vagrants, merchants, tenant farmers, 
craftsmen, unskilled labourers, Privy council, Justices of the 
Peace, courtiers, extraordinary taxation, militia, patronage, 
Crown, divine right, royal prerogative, succession, Roman 
Catholic, Queen regnant, Auld alliance, Mass, reformation, 
intermediary, Last Supper, sacraments, Holy Communion, 
diocese, altars, ecclesiastical, Act of Supremacy, Act of 
Uniformity, Royal Injunctions, Book of Common Prayer, 
Pilgrimage, Saints, clergy, recusants, visitations, Papacy, heretics, 
martyr, counter-reformation, trade embargo, excommunicated, 
Spanish Inquisition, Council of Troubles.  

Assessment Objectives  
 
For this particular SoW students must:  
 
AO1:  Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the key 
features and characteristics of the periods studied. 
 
AO2:  Explain and analyse historical events and periods studied using 
second order historical concepts.  
  
SPaG: Consistent use of punctuation and accurate spellings with use 
of correct grammar and specialist historical terms. 

Cross – Curricular links and Key Learning Areas (KLA)  
 
Literacy: Varied writing tasks such as exam style essays (4, 12 
and 16 marks), labelling, captioning, speech bubbles as well as 
explanations and descriptions.   
Key terms and vocabulary researched by students themselves 
and explored in class. For example, two sentence definition and 
explanation of key words, taboo, matching key words with their 
definition.  
Focus on spelling, grammar and punctuation issues when 
marking work within the class. Key subject terms checked for 
correct spelling.  
Activities which include extracting key words from texts.  
Creating mnemonics to help remember the key factors in 
Elizabethan England.   
Writing historically tasks from the Pearson textbooks.  
English: Essay writing practice with constant feedback given 
strengthening the quality of analysis and offering judgement and 

SMSC & British Values  
 
Social: Students will learn about community spirit and the benefit of 
working together in various tasks this term. For example, students 
will be placed in groups to find evidence for different hypothesis as 
well engaging in smaller tasks such as ‘speed dating’ as a starter and 
role play to assume the role of Elizabeth, her advisor and potential 
marriage suitors.  
As well as social development being a focus in terms of classwork, 
this will also be thematic strand in the curriculum. For example, 
students will look at the feudal system in towns and the countryside. 
Peer-assessment will be strongly encouraged for example with 4 
mark GCSE style questions or for task of writing a job advertisement. 
This will teach students to critically offer opinions in a constructive 
manner.  
Moral:  Students will give consideration to religious tolerance when 
looking at the extent of the religious tolerance promoted by 
Elizabeth in comparison to Mary and her burning of Protestants.  



forming links between factors. A further example includes 
analysing interpretations and assessing the significance of each. 
For example in one activity students will compare two Historian 
interpretations about the success of the Religious Settlement of 
1559. Students will decide which one they agree with and explain 
why.  
Art: An example from this SoW includes creating annotated 
mind-maps to explain the crucifix and vestment controversies.   
Personal skills: Class debates and discussions. An example from 
this SoW includes assessing which issue posed the greatest 
threat to Elizabeth   
Mathematics and Statistics: Examples in this SoW include 
plotting value continuums to assess the threat levels of the 
Catholics and the Puritans and finding a solution for the financial 
problems of England.  
Drama: Assuming the role of Elizabeth, her advisor and potential 
suitors to consider the advantages and disadvantages of 
marriage as a solution to her problems.   
R.E: The entire unit will focus on R.E because of the importance 
of religion in England at the time. For example, students will look 
at religious stories such as Margaret Ward, gage the importance 
of religion through domes-day paintings and answer a key 
assessment on how successfully Elizabeth dealt with the religious 
problems of the time.  
 

Spiritual: Students will reflect on their own beliefs, religious or 
otherwise when studying the role of the church and comparing the 
different sects of Christianity. Students will also make links with the 
different sects in Islam and discuss relatability with either of these 
sects.  
Empathy tasks where students will wear the shoes of 
Elizabeth/advisor/suitors to consider potential suitors and the 
advantages and disadvantages of each. 
Links to present day Britain and current affairs will constantly be 
made throughout the unit to highlight the relevance of History and 
further student enthusiasm and enjoyment for the subject. For 
example students will consider gender stereotypes when exploring 
Elizabeth’s issues upon succession of the throne. They will also list 
the qualities that would make a successful female monarch as a 
starter. 
 Cultural: Through peer assessment, group discussions, class 
feedback sessions and debates, students are introduced to peer 
concepts, values and events not encounterable otherwise.  
Students will be asked to communicate their opinions and 
knowledge in varied ways including artistic forms i.e. posters for the 
vestment and crucifix controversies, writing a job advertisement, 
creating their own presentation slides.  
Developments in religion and its impact such as the changing role of 
the Church versus the authority of the monarch is constantly 
explored throughout this unit thereby giving consideration to 
cultural impact of religion alongside social attitudes.  
  

Outline of Scheme: 
Unit 
Secti

on 

Overview  Learning objectives & Key Activities 

1.1 Introduction and overview to 
Elizabethan England, 1558-1588.  
 
The situation on Elizabeth’s accession: 
 

1. Society and government.  
 

2. The Virgin Queen: the 
problem of her legitimacy, 
gender, marriage. Her 
character and strengths. 

 
3. Challenges at home and 

from abroad: the French 
threat, financial weaknesses. 

 

Key Question/s: 
� What problems did Queen Elizabeth face on coming to power in 1558 and 

how successfully did she deal with these issues? 
� Can I tackle 4 mark GCSE style questions? 
� Can I attempt my own 12 mark GCSE style question?  
 

Learning Outcomes:  
 

� Understand the importance of religion in Elizabethan England.  
� Describe the different roles in society and in the government.  
� Explore the issue of gender, marriage and legitimacy.  
� Detail the problems of poverty and poor harvest.  
� Explore the foreign threats to the Virgin Queen.  
� Determine what the greatest problem facing Elizabeth was in 1558. 
� Mark and attempt my own 4 mark GCSE style questions. 
� Mark and attempt my own 12 mark GCSE style questions. 

 
Key Activities:  
 
● What do I already know starter  
● Story of Margaret Ward 
● Group work: Research Catholic, Protestant and Puritan traditions and record 

findings in tables.  
● Plenary: Learning check questions. Intervention: word bank.  
● Understand the different roles in Tudor society and government.  
● Starter: Match the feudal system roles with correct descriptions.  
● Watch video on Elizabethan society.  
● Think time comprehension questions. Intervention: Scaffolding provided.  
● Group work: Imagined conversation worksheet  
● Plenary: Understanding scale  
● Starter: Quick fire quiz on homework  



● Peer assessment for job advertisement – marking criteria provided.  
● Group work: Speed ‘dating’ (history) game.  
● Plenary: Categorise each problem Elizabeth faced.  
● Starter: Draw a value continuum and create a hypothesis for the enquiry 

question. Intervention: Model hypothesis provided.  
● Group work: research mania - collect evidence for your hypothesis using 

information sheets.  
● Plenary: Learning check.  
● Teacher to lead presentation on the features of a 4 mark question.  
● Decide which example answer is better and annotate why. 
● Answer 4 mark question and highlight features and supporting information.  
● Plenary: Peer assessment 
● Teacher to lead presentation on 12 marks GCSE style question.  
● Group work: annotate an example answer.  
● Plan a pre-seen 12 mark GCSE question. 

 
 

Homework: 
� Learn the key roles for Elizabethan government and the key words of a 

feudal system.  
� Write a job advertisement for one of the roles within Elizabeth’s 

government.  
� Elizabeth’s background and education worksheet.  
� 4 mark GCSE style question.  
� Plan answer for KA 12 mark GCSE style question  

 
Key Assessment:  

� Strength and Challenge questions  
� 12 mark GCSE style question – Explain why religion was so important in the 

16th century.  
1.2 The settlement of religion: 

1. Religious divisions in 
England in 1558.  

2.  Elizabeth’s religious 
Settlement (1559): its 
features and impact.  

3.  The Church of England: its 
role in society.  

Key Question/s: 
 

� What were the key features of the English reformation and religious divisions 
in 1558? 

� What were the key features of the religious settlement?  
� What was the impact of the Religious Settlement?  

 
Learning Objectives:  

� Understand why the reformation began.  
� Identify problems faced in establishing a Protestant religion.  
� Describe the features of the Religious Settlement.  
� Describe the response of the people and the clergy to the Religious 

Settlement. 
� Explain the role of the church in enforcing the settlement.  
� Record the evidence that demonstrates popularity and unpopularity of the 

settlement.  
 
 
Key Activities:  
● Starter: Match key words with their definitions.  
● Teacher to lead presentation on importance of religion and students to annotate 

their slide print outs.  
● In pairs: design presentation slides on the 

reformation/Protestantism/clergy/geographical divisions.  
● Plenary: Recall quiz on lesson  
● Starter: Identify potential problems in establishing Protestantism.  
● Complete the religious settlement key feature printouts. Intervention: Model 

answer provided.  
● Plenary: GCSE style question 4 marks.  
● Starter: Hot potato timed key word task. 
● People versus the clergy: impact table.  
● Draw an annotated diagram detailing the role of the church.  



● Plenary: Strength and challenge questions.  
 
Homework:  

� Design a leaflet that informs people about the new religious settlement.  
� Book tidy 

1.3 Challenge to the religious settlement: 

1. The nature and extent of the 
Puritan challenge.  

2.  The nature and extent of 
the Catholic challenge, 
including the role of the 
nobility, Papacy and foreign 
powers. 

Key Question/s: 
� What was the nature and extent of the Puritan challenge to the religious 

settlement?  
� What was the nature and extent of the Catholic challenge to the religious 

settlement? 
 
Learning Objectives:  

� Describe the crucifix and vestment controversies and assess their 
significance. 

� Describe the Catholic threat i.e. the Papacy and assess its significance. 
� Explore the reasons for, the events and outcomes of the Northern Rebellion.  
� Describe the threat posed by France and Scotland to the religious settlement 

and assess its significance.  
� Explain why the relationship between England and Spain was so fraught.  
� Provide an overview of the Dutch rebellion.  
� Understand how these problems were worsened by the arrival of Mary, 

Queen of Scots.  
 
Key Activities:  

� Starter: Video and fill in the blanks activity.  
� Teacher to lead presentation on the controversies.  
� Individual research. 
� Pairs: Design comic strips or mind-maps on the vestment and crucifix 

controversies.  
� Value continuum  
� Plenary: Write a PEE paragraph describing, explaining and assessing the 

threat level.  
� Starter: Summarise the relationship between the Crown, Church and the 

people: table.  
� Value continuum  
� Introduction to the three grey areas.  
� Key words find and record.  
� Group work: why would Catholics oppose the settlement?  
� Plenary: exit tickets.  
� Starter: Interpretations checkpoint: Summary and decision 
� Catholic challenge worksheet including highlighting, underlining and one 

paragraph responses.  
� Value continuum  
� Starter: Fill brain with knowledge learnt in the past week.  
� Swap brains with partner who will add/comment on the evidence recorded.  
� Value continuum tables  
� Teacher led presentations  
� Learning check: read and complete comprehension style questions with 

focus on SPaG.  
� Plenary: Transfer recorded information onto value continuum.  

 
Homework:  

� 16 mark GCSE style question plan  
� Revision for a quick fire quiz.  

 
Key Assessment: 
 

� End of term quiz  
� 16 mark GCSE style question – To what extent did Elizabeth deal with the 

problems of 1558 successfully?  
 



 

 
Differentiation :  
 
HL/LL students working in pairs.  
Mixed ability group discussions 
Word banks/Scaffolding  
Challenge questions to illicit deeper thinking and engagement with the tasks.  
Differentiated questions to be answered within groups.  
Teacher support  
Model answers  
 
Please see details in KEY ACTIVITIES for further invention activities.  
 
 
Personalised Learning and Thinking Skills (PLTSs): 
 

� Independent Enquirers 
� Creative Thinkers 
� Reflective Learners 
� Effective Participators 
� Team Workers  
� Self – Managers  

 
AFL 
 
Summative Assessments: 
 
Mid-terms/end of term key assessments.  
Homework over a cumulative period.  
 
Formative Assessments: 
 
Strategic questioning  
Think-pair-share  
Peer assessment  
3-2-1 countdown 
Classroom polls  
Exit tickets  
Self-assessment  
Target setting  
Opportunity to edit marked pieces of work 
Learning levels displayed before and end of lesson.  
No hands approach 
 
Homework will be set once a week.  
 


