
Plots and revolts 
@ home and abroad.

KEY TOPIC: 2

Please make 
this clear in 
your book. 



Revision booklets at hand 

• On a separate piece of paper, in the middle of 
the page, write your big enquiry question for 
this topic. 

Why was Mary, 
Queen of Scots, 

executed in 
1587?

We will note 
down factors 

as we go 
along to 
suggest 
multiple 

hypotheses. 



Task 1: Make a timeline. 

• In your books, make a double-page spread 
timeline. 

We will plot key 
events as we 
progress with 

the topic 
content. 



Lesson Objectives

1. Describe the key events and players of ‘The 
Northern Rebellion.’ 

2. Explain the causes of the rebellion including 
the role of religion and politics. 

3. Evaluate its significance in the execution of 
Mary, Queen of Scots 

Questions for consideration: 
1. Were the plots a real threat to 

Elizabeth?
2. Which plot was the most significant 

threat?
3. Was Mary involved as a leader of the 

plots?
4. Were there other causes of her 

execution, besides the plots? 

Stick this at the 
top of your 

timeline page. 
Highlight each 
question in a 

different colour. 



Starter: THINK            SHARE  
This portrait was 

painted by an 
unknown artist in 
1588 to celebrate 
the victory of the 
English navy over 

the Spanish 
Armada. 

1. What do you 
think the following 

represent ?
a. The window on 

the left?
b. The window on 

the right?
c. The globe?
d. The crown?

2. What is the 
overall image that 

this portrait is 
trying to convey? 



Key players 

How many different reasons can you 
find to explain why each key player 
would want to rebel? 

a. Make a profile for each key player by writing 
their names and listing their reasons for 
rebelling below the outlines. 
b. Stick out and cut into your books or staple it 
into your books. 



How did the revolt start? 

• Possibility of civil war because Elizabeth I 
refused to name an heir. 

• Wider court conspiracy to marry Mary 
(Catholic) to the Duke of Norfolk (Protestant). 

• Problem of Mary 
could be solved + 
their children = heir 
to the throne = no 
civil war. 

• After 
Elizabeth’s 
death, a 
protestant 
monarch 
would 
remain on 
the throne. 

Remember 
these keys 

words as they 
are significant 

in today’s 
lesson. 



How did the revolt start?

• Many of Elizabeth’s courtiers knew about the 
plot. Some developed cold feet because: 

a) Queen’s consent required for noble 
marriages.

b) Issue of succession = royal prerogative. 
c) Although he was a Protestant, the Duke was 

sympathetic to those Catholic earls who 
preferred Mary as a monarch.  



Source A

A letter to Philip II written by Spain’s ambassador to Elizabeth’s court, 1569

The Queen of Scotland told my servant to convey to me the following words: - Tell the 
ambassador that, if his master will help me, I shall be Queen of England in three 
months and mass shall be said all over the country. 

What does this 
source show 

us? 

How did the revolt start?



Norfolk sent to the Tower of London. 
The earls of Northumberland and Westmorland 
became desperate and pushed ahead with the 
revolt with the support of their wives.

What happened next? 
Read pages 43 – 44 

(The key events of the revolt 
– ‘a real threat to Elizabeth’). 

How did the revolt start?



‘Just a minute’ 
in pairs 

discussing what 
happened. 

Both individuals 

to take a turn. 

Design ONE A4 
PowerPoint 
slide in your 

book listing the 
outcomes of 
the revolt. 

Divide the 
outcomes by 

highlighting one set 
as immediate 

outcomes and one 
set as long term 
consequences. 

Events & 
consequences 
of the revolt. 

You may use 
pictures and 

symbols 
instead of 

words if you 
wish.

Dese 



for the revolt 
• Sort the cards according to what they suggest 

about the causes of the revolt under the 
following column headings: 

Religion Politics both 
in court and 
in the North

Removal of 
‘evil 
councillors’ 

Elizabeth’s 
refusal to 
name an heir. 

Mary Queen 
of Scots.



Religion Politics both in 
court and in 
the North

Removal of 
‘evil 
councillors’ 

Elizabeth’s 
refusal to name 
an heir. 

Mary Queen of 
Scots.



of the revolt



How significant a threat was the 
revolt?

• REVISION BOOKLETS AT HAND 

• As you listen to the podcast, make your own 
notes. 

• Complete the activities from your worksheet 
and insert this into your revision booklet. 



Plot all key events you have learnt 
today on your timeline. 

Questions for consideration: 
1. Were the plots a real threat to 

Elizabeth?
2. Which plot was the most significant 

threat?
3. Was Mary involved as a leader of the 

plots?
4. Were there other causes of her 

execution, besides the plots? 



Plenary:

• Just a minute! Discuss everything you have 
learnt today.


