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OVERVIEW:  
This year students will be learning about the lives of the different Prophets (AS) and how they spread the word of Allah to their people.   
  
TERM 4 – Prophet Musa Alaihis Salaam   
     

  Question / Learning 
Focus  

Aim is to understand… Content  Resources  Cross Curricular Links  SMSC  

  Egypt  Egypt after Yusuf 
Alaihis  
Salaam  
  
Pharoahs  
  
Israelites  
  

Egypt changed after Yusuf Alaihis Salaam. People 
divided into two groups  

The most powerful person in ancient Egypt was the 
pharaoh.  
The pharaoh was the political and religious leader 
of the Egyptian people, holding the titles: 'Lord of 
the Two Lands' and 'High Priest of Every Temple'. 

As 'Lord of the Two Lands' the pharaoh was the 
ruler of Upper and Lower Egypt. He owned all of 
the land, made laws, collected taxes, and 
defended Egypt against foreigners.   

As 'High Priest of Every Temple', the pharaoh 
represented the Allahs on Earth. He performed 
rituals and built temples to honour the Allahs.  

Many pharaohs went to war when their land was 
threatened or when they wanted to control foreign 
lands. If the pharaoh won the battle, the 
conquered people had to recognise the Egyptian 
pharaoh as their ruler and offer him the finest and 
most valuable goods from their land.   

  

Spiritual: Quraan a source of guidance for all 
human kind. Quran is not a history book, but it 
contains a lot of historical information which 
serves as great lessons for us. “Allah asks us to 
reflect and contemplate on the stories of the 
Prophets in order that we may learn from their 
trials, tribulations, and triumphs.  Musa Alaihis 
Salaam’ story contains many lessons for 
humankind.  Allah says that the account of Musa 
Alaihis Salaam and Pharaoh in Quran is the truth. 
It is a story of political intrigue and of oppression 
that knew no bounds. “We recite to you some of 
the news of Musa Alaihis Salaam and Pharaoh in 
truth, for a people who believe.  Verily, Pharaoh 
exalted himself in the land and made its people 
sects, weakening (oppressing) a group (i.e. 
Children of Israel) among them; killing their sons, 
and letting their females live.  Verily, he was of 
those who commit great sins and crimes, 
oppressors, tyrant.” (Quran 28:3&4)”  
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 Introduction to Musa 
Alaihis Salaam  

Musa Alaihis Salaam was born into one of the most 
politically charged times in history.  The Pharaoh of 
Egypt was the dominant power figure in the land.  He 
was so incredibly powerful that he referred to himself 
as a Allah and nobody was inclined or able to dispute 
this.  He said, “I am your lord, most high”, (Quran 
79:24)   

Pharaoh effortlessly exerted his authority and influence 
over all the people in Egypt.  He used the strategy of 
divide and conquer.  He set up class distinctions, 
divided the people into groups and tribes, and set them 
against one another.  The Jews, the children of Israel, 
were put at the lowest level of Egyptian society.  They 
were the slaves and servants.  Musa Alaihis Salaam’ 
family was from amongst the children of Israel.  

Egypt at the time was the known world’s superpower.  
The ultimate power rested in the hands of very few.  
Pharaoh and his trusted ministers directed matters as if 
lives of the population were of little or no consequence. 
The political situation was in some  

In both Judaism and Christianity Musa Alaihis Salaam is a central 
figure.  He is the man from the Old Testament most mentioned in the 
New Testament, he led the Israelites out of bondage in Egypt, 
communicated with Allah and received the Ten Commandments.  Musa 
Alaihis Salaam is known as both a religious leader and a lawgiver.  

  

In Islam, Musa Alaihis Salaam is loved and 
respected; he is both a Prophet and a Messenger.  
Allah mentions him more than 120 times, and his 
story ranges across several chapters.  It is the longest 
and most detailed story of a prophet in the Quran and 
is discussed in elaborate detail.    

  

  ways similar to the political world of the 21st century.  

  

  

  The dream  Firawn’s obsession to stay in power  

True to character, Pharaoh reacts arrogantly and gives 
the order that all male children born to the children of 
Israel be killed.  His ministers however perceive that 
this would lead to the complete annihilation of the 
children of Israel and economic ruin for Egypt.  How, 
they ask, would the empire function without slaves and 
servants?  The order is changed; the male children are 
killed in one year but spared in the next.  

Pharaoh becomes so fanatical he sends spies or 
security agents to seek out pregnant women.  If any 
woman gives birth to a male child, he is immediately 
put to death.  When Musa Alaihis Salaam’ mother 
becomes pregnant with the child destined to lead the 
children of Israel out of bondage, she conceals her 
pregnancy.  However, Allah wished to do a favour to 
those who were weak and oppressed, and pharaoh’s 
plans are thwarted.     

  

“And We wished to do a favour to those who were weak (and 
oppressed) in the land, and to make them rulers and to make them the 
inheritors, And to establish them in the land, and We let Pharaoh and 
Haman (Egypt’s Chief Minister)  and their hosts receive from them that 
which they feared.” (Quran 28:5&6)  

Allah demonstrates that humans may plan and scheme 
but He Alone is the best of planners.  
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  Birth of Musa Alaihis  
Salaam  

Musa Alaihis Salaam 
is born in the year that 
baby boys were killed.  

Women in those days spent 
pregnancy not in cherishment, 
but fear and insecurity.   
  
Guards roamed the streets so 
Musa Alaihis Salaam’s mother 
hid her pregnancy.   

“And We inspired the mother of Musa Alaihis Salaam saying, suckle 
him, but when you fear for him, then cast him into the river and fear not, 
nor grieve.  Verily! We shall bring him back to you, and shall make him 
one of (Our) Messengers.” (Quran 28:2-7).  

There are lessons for humankind throughout the story 
of Musa Alaihis Salaam, which are not only learnt 
after his prophet hood; rather, they are found even 
when he was a new born. His righteous mother’s 
behaviour gives us numerous lessons that are 
relevant even today.    
  
She placed total faith inside Allah, even at such a time 
of fear, and put her own child in a basket and let it go. 
Allah brigs the basket right to the doorstep of the 
biggest enemy Firawn, and even then, firawn cannot 
harm this baby.   
  
  

  In the palace  Baby Musa Alaihis Salaam was taken to Asiya, the 
wife of  
Pharaoh.  Asiya, in contrast to her arrogant, proud 
husband was a righteous, merciful woman.  Allah 
opened her heart and Asiya looked down up on the tiny 
baby and felt overcome by her love for him.  The royal 
couple were unable to conceive a child and this tiny 
baby awakened her maternal instincts.  Asiya clutched 
him to her chest and asked her husband to accept the 
child into family.  

Possibly, against his better judgement Pharaoh 
accepted the child, who was part of Allah’s plan to 
bring down the royal house.   

  

“Then the household of Pharaoh picked him up, that he might become 
for them an enemy and a cause of grief. Verily! Pharaoh, Haman, and 
their hosts were sinners. And the wife of Pharaoh said; ‘A comfort of the 
eye for me and for you. Kill him not, perhaps he maybe of a benefit to 
us, or we may adopt him as a son.’ And they perceived not (the result 
of that).” (Quran 28:8-9)  
  
  
“And We had already forbidden (other) foster suckling mothers for him, 
until she (his sister came up and) said: "Shall I direct you to a 
household who will rear him for you, and sincerely they will look after 
him in a good manner?” (Quran 28:12)  

Far from abandoning him, Allah set Musa Alaihis 
Salaam up as a royal son of Egypt, he provided him 
with the strongest human support in the land.  Asiya 
and Pharaoh now had a son, who was now protected 
by the very person who had sought to kill him.  
  
Firawn, his power, his armies, were powerless in front 
of Allah.  

  Back in Mother’s arms  Allah helps Musa 
Alaihis Salaams 
mother evade the 
people of the palace.  

Firawn accepts what Musa 
Alaihis Salaam’s mother says 
with no further questions.   

“So did We restore him to his mother, that she might be delighted, and 
that she might not grieve, and that she might know that the Promise of 
Allah is true. But most of them know not.” (Quran 28:13)  
  

chapter 28 of the Quran is named, ‘The Narration’, the 
first 45 verses focus solely on the story of Musa 
Alaihis Salaam.  It is from here that we learn about 
the strength and piety of his mother, and how Allah 
rewarded her righteousness and trust in Him by 
returning her son.  

  Growing up  We discover in the 
story of  

The blow  “And he entered the city at a time of unawareness of its people, and he found there two men fighting, one of his party and the 
other of his foes.  The man  
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  Musa Alaihis Salaam 
that he was a forthright 
man.  He believed in 
speaking his mind and 
standing up for the 
weaker members of 
society.  Whenever he 
witnessed oppression 
or cruelty, he found it 
impossible to stop 
himself from 
intervening.  

 of his own party asked him for help against his foe, so Musa Alaihis Salaam struck him with his fist and killed him.  He said, 
“This is of Satan’s doing, verily, he is a plain misleading enemy.”  

He said, “My Lord!  Verily, I have wronged myself, so forgive me.”  Then He forgave him.  Verily, He is the Oft-Forgiving, the 
Most Merciful.  

He said, “My Lord!  For that with which You have favoured me, I will never more be a helper for the criminals, disobedient to 
Allah, polytheists, sinners, etc.!” (Quran 28:15-17)  

So he became afraid, looking about in the city (waiting as to what will be the result of his crime of killing), when behold, the 
man who had sought his help the day before, called for his help again.  Musa Alaihis Salaam said to him, “Verily, you are a 
plain misleader!”  Then when he decided to seize the man who was an enemy to both of them, the man said, “O Musa Alaihis 
Salaam!  Is it your intention to kill me as you killed a man yesterday?  Your aim is nothing but to become a tyrant in the land, 
and not to be one of those who do right.”  

  

  Musa Alaihis escapes 
Egypt  

And there came a man running, from the farthest end of the city.  He said, “O Musa Alaihis Salaam!  Verily, the chiefs are taking counsel together about you, to kill you, so escape.  
Truly, I am to you of those who give sincere advice.”  

So he escaped from there, looking about in a state of fear.  He said, “My Lord!  Save me from the people who are polytheists, and wrong-doers!” (Quran 28:15-21)  

  Madian  Musa Alaihis Salaam immediately left the confines of the city.  He did not take the time to return to his home to change his clothes or prepare provisions.  Musa Alaihis Salaam strode 
into the desert towards Midian, the country that lay between Syria and Egypt.  His heart was filled with fear and he was afraid that he would turn around and see the authorities 
pursuing him.  He walked, and walked, and when his feet and legs felt like lead, he continued walking.  His shoes wore away on the rough desert ground and the hot sand burned the 
soles of his feet.  Musa Alaihis Salaam was exhausted, hungry, thirsty, and bleeding but he forced himself to continue, some say for more than a week, until he came to a watering 
hole.  Musa Alaihis Salaam threw himself under the shade of a tree.  

Death in the dry dusty heat of the Egyptian desert should have been the likely outcome of Musa Alaihis Salaam journey. Tracking across the inhospitable landscape with no 
provisions and inappropriate clothing would have been an expedition doomed to failure.  Yet once again, the story of Musa Alaihis Salaam reveals a fundamental truth.  If a believer 
submits fully to the will of Allah, Allah will provide for him from sources unimaginable.  Allah will replace weakness with strength, and will replace failure with victory.  

Musa Alaihis Salaam arrived safely at the desert oasis, the smell of water and the shade of the trees must have seemed like paradise on earth.  Musa Alaihis Salaam however was 
not alone in his newfound paradise; the waterhole was surrounded by shepherds watering their flocks.  

  

  Helping the two 
women  

  And when he arrived at the water of Midian he found there a group of men watering their flocks, and besides them he found 
two women who were keeping back their flocks.  He said, “What is the matter with you?”  They said, “We cannot water (our 
flocks) until the shepherds take their flocks.  And our father is a very old man.”  Therefore, he watered their flocks for them, 
and then he turned back to shade, and said, “My Lord!  Truly, I am in need of whatever good that You bestow on me!”  (Quran 
28:22-24)  
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  Marriage  Musa Alaihis Salaam 
meets the father of the 
2 women, marries one 
of them.   

“ Then there came to him one of the two 
women, walking shyly.  She said, “Verily, my 
father calls you that he may reward you for 
having watered our flocks for us.”  So when 
he came to him and narrated the story, he 
said, “Fear you not.  You have escaped from 
the people who are polytheists, disbelievers, 
and wrong-doers.”  (Quran 28:25)  

And said one of them (the two women): “O my 
father!  Hire him!  Verily, the best of men for you 
to hire is the strong, the trustworthy.”  He said, “I 
intend to wed one of these two daughters of mine 
to you, on condition that you serve me for eight 
years, but if you complete ten years, it will be a 
favour from you.  But I intend not to place you 
under a difficulty.  If Allah wills, you will find me 
one of the righteous.”  He (Musa Alaihis Salaam) 
said, “That is settled between me and you 
whichever of the two terms I fulfil, there will be no 
injustice to me, and Allah is Surety over what we 
say.”  (Quran 28:2628)  

Musa Alaihis Salaam was a stranger in a strange land.  
Exhausted and alone, but Allah heard his supplication and 
provided for him from sources that Musa Alaihis Salaam could 
never have imagined.  
 
As believers we must never forget that Allah hears our 
prayers and supplications, and answers.  Sometimes the 
wisdom behind the answers is beyond our comprehension but 
Allah desires only good for us.  Putting our trust in Allah and 
submitting to His will allow the believer to face any trial. We 
are never alone, just as Musa Alaihis Salaam was not alone 
as he travelled across the desert towards unknown lands. .  

    
  
  
  
  

 

          Literacy: Stressing on SPAG in all written work    


