
GCSE Religious Studies A: Christianity 

Terms 1-4 

Topic outline L.O Teaching activities 

Chapter 1: Beliefs and teachings  

1.1-1.4 (Terms 1-2) 

 The nature of God 

 God as loving 

 The Oneness of God and the Trinity 

 Christian beliefs about creation 

 Different Christian beliefs about the afterlife 

and their importance 

Resource: Video of the Parable of the Sheep and 
Goats. 

 

 What words would believers use to 

describe God? 

 To understand the central beliefs of 

Christianity 

 Knowledge and understanding of the 

concept of One God as Father, Son and 

Holy Spirit – The Holy Trinity. 

 Students could discuss the idea that life 
does not end at death. Teachers could 
refer to the Nicene Creed; “we look for 
the resurrection of the dead and the life 
of the world to come”. 

 Students read (or watch The Miracle 
Maker or similar) parable of the Sheep 
and Goats. 

 consider how Judgement, Heaven and 
Hell might be imagined in contemporary 
ideas. 

Consider the example of water existing as a 

substance H2O but its existence in three states: 

liquid, solid, gas. Use as an example of the nature 

of God as three separate substances of the same 

reality. 

Research: http://request.org.uk/ 

Students could identify differences between the 

stories – sequence, role of God, view of 

humankind. 

Students show how the writer chooses to use the 

idea of Word as the creative force as part of the 

story of Jesus Christ. 

Read the parable of the Sheep and the Goats and 
add speech bubbles to those being judged, add to 
the image people who have been judged and 
demons and angels at the entrances to Heaven 
and Hell. 

Students should consider how Judgement, 
Heaven and Hell might be imagined in 
contemporary ideas. 

 

http://request.org.uk/


1.5 Incarnation of Jesus  Term incarnate- to take flesh  

 Jesus shares both human and divine 

nature 

 

1.6-1.7 

Crucifixion and Ascension of Jesus 

 The meaning of the crucifixion, 

resurrection and ascension of Jesus 

 Key terms: sacrifice, salvation and 

atonement. 

 evaluate belief in the ascension as a literal 

event 

crucifixion: Expression of God’s love 

Explain the importance of the ascension in 

revealing key beliefs about Christ, e.g. Jesus 

returns to God; Jesus’ divine nature is confirmed; 

sits in place of honour (right hand); by returning 

to heaven Jesus is accessible to all; Christians 

believe that by returning to heaven Jesus makes it 

possible for Christians to follow him; Jesus will 

come again from heaven as judge 

1.8 Resurrection and life after death   Evaluation of the belief about life after 

death. 

Evaluation exercise(s) about the belief in 

judgement and the world to come, egg ‘When you 

die that is the end there is nothing after death’. 

1.11: Sin and salvation (Terms 3-4) 

Define the term salvation  

 knowledge about sins 

 Understanding of making sacrifices as a 

payment for sin. 

Pupils consider what actions and thoughts may be 

classed as sins 

Think about the effects of sins 

Sins can be forgiven  

Salvation   Importance of asking God for forgiveness 

 

 

 



1.9- Afterlife and judgement  Understanding of the Christian beliefs about 

judgement. 

Knowledge and understanding of how/why 

people will be judged. 

Pupils to research, examine and explain what 

Christians mean by ‘the world to come’, i.e. an 

existence after death. 

DVD Judgement Day presented by Tim Marlow, 

Seventh Art productions 

1.12- role of Christ in salvation   The death of Jesus shows God is a God of love by 

sacrificing his son for the sins of the world.  

 

 

 


