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 Key question   Learning Objectives  Content for learning  SMSC 
 Should 

Christians be 
greener than 
everyone 
else? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 All Students will be able to: 
• Explain the type and purpose of the 
Genesis Creation texts, and their place in 
the overall Bible narrative  
• Explain the concepts of Creation and 
stewardship in Christianity  
• Explain what Genesis 1 and 2 tell 
Christians about the nature of humans, 
their capacities and responsibilities 
 
Most Students will be able to: 
• Give some examples of how Christians 
have responded to the idea of 
stewardship, as a community and 
individually  
• Show how Christians have used Genesis 
1 and 2 to guide how they treat the 
environment 
 
Some Students will be able to: 
• Offer a justified response to the 
question of whether Christians should be 
better stewards than everyone else • 
Respond to the challenge of caring for 

• Consider the place, genre and purpose of Genesis 
1 (e.g. as a narrative that originated among a small 
group in the Middle East c.4,000 years ago; as a 
prelude to a longer drama; viewed differently as a 
possibly mythic/poetic/historical or proto-
historical text). Look at the text to explore how 
interpretations can lead to different ideas. 
 • Examine the place of human beings in Genesis 1 
and 2 and what they reveal about the role of God 
and the place of human beings in Creation – their 
capacities and responsibilities. Examine the 
Christian idea of stewardship that arises from 
these passages.  
• Consider what stewardship might have looked 
like 2,000 years ago, 200 years ago, and today: 
how would the guidelines for stewardship change 
over those changing contexts? Are there 
implications for how Christians apply the Bible 
today? 
 • Explore some Christian responses to the call for 
stewardship in Genesis 1 and 2, e.g. Eco Church 
Awards. Look at other examples of good 
stewardship of the Earth and its resources from 
beyond the Christian community – e.g. use of 

Spiritual: 
Considering how religions 
and other world-views 
perceive the value of human 
beings and their relationships 
with one another, with the 
natural world, and with God 
in relation to morality 
 
Encouraging pupils to take 
responsibility for the 
development of their own 
belief and developing their 
own spiritual ideas 
 
Moral: 
Developing agreed virtues 
including truth-telling, respect for 
persons, listening 
carefully to others etc. 
 
Exploring how society is 
influenced by beliefs, 
teachings, sacred texts and 
guidance from religious 
figures such as Jesus. 
 
 



the planet, in the light of their learning, 
offering reasons and arguments for 
their responses. 

scientific advances to make life better in terms of 
protecting crops, responding to disease etc.  
• Collect examples of good and bad stewardship; 
reflect on whether Christians have been good 
enough stewards. How might Christians respond to 
a challenge from their Creator about the state of 
the environment and human attitudes to it?  
• Explore the different context from the early 
audiences for the Genesis accounts (e.g. at the 
mercy of the environment) and today (e.g. for 
many in the west, we are distanced from the Earth 
that sustains us). What difference does that make 
to how people read Genesis and respond to the 
idea of a Creator?  
• Consider how far Christians and non-religious 
responses to the environment are effective and 
sufficient for the future. Weigh up and evaluate 
the key question, using evidence and argument: 
Should Christians be greener than everyone else 
because of their beliefs about God, Creation and 
stewardship? Or do all humans have an equal 
responsibility on behalf of future generations? 

Social: 
Articulating pupils’ own and 
others ideas on relevant 
social issues relating to belief 
in God. 
 
How does belief in the 
Trinity affect the way a 
Christian lives their life? 
 
Encourage students to take 
responsibility for the natural world. 
 
Cultural: 
Showing interest in 
differences in relation to 
culture and religion. 
 
Promoting awareness of how 
interfaith co-operation can 
support the pursuit of the 
common good.  

  
Resources: Dynamic learning Textbooks: This is RE 1-3 & A variety of websites for research 
 
Cross curricular links: Ensure good SPAG practices and introduce essay writing with a focus on a well organised structure. Science- benefits of maintaining a greener 
society.  


