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Key 

question  

Learning objectives Content for learning  SMSC   

Why do 
Christians 
believe Jesus 
was God on 
earth? 
[Incarnation] 

Make sense of belief: 

• Explain, with reference to the ‘I am’ sayings and/or the 
signs, what John’s Gospel says about Jesus’ true nature, 
and how this connects to Christian beliefs about what 
God is like  

• Explain how the Bible uses different types of text (for 
example, the Gospels) and language (such as, metaphor) 
to communicate ideas about Jesus as God incarnate 

 • Suggest meanings of the selected texts, explaining 
their ideas with reasons and evidence  

Understand the impact: 

• Show how Christian worship reflects Christian beliefs 
in Jesus as God incarnate  

• Recap students’ learning about the nature of God in Christian 
belief, including the Bible’s use of metaphors and similes to 
express some of these ideas. 
 • Look at the episode of Moses and the ‘burning bush’ (Exodus 
3) and the name for God found here: ‘I am who I am’. Use this 
as background for the seven ‘I am’ statements John’s Gospel 
applies to Jesus. Connect this with prior learning about Jesus as 
God, as one member of the Trinity.  
• Read the ‘I am’ statements (‘I am the bread of life’ (John 6:35, 
48, 51); ‘I am the light of the world’ (8:12, 9:5); ‘I am the door 
of the sheep’ (10:7, 9); ‘I am the good shepherd’ (10:11, 14); ‘I 
am the resurrection and the life’ (11:25); ‘I am the way, the 
truth and the life’ (14:6); ‘I am the true vine’ (15:1)). Consider 
in what ways these metaphors relate to the particular time and 
context of John’s readers: what significance did water, bread, 
shepherd, light, etc., have? Consider how Christians might 
interpret these metaphors today and what they find out about 
Jesus from them.  

Spiritual:  
Discussing and reflecting 
on key questions about 
what is moral and 
gaining an 
understanding as to 
what may influence their 
own and others moral 
compass.   
  
Considering how 
religions and other 
world-views perceive the 
value of human beings 
and their relationships 
with one another, with 
the natural world, and 
with God in relation to 
morality   
  



• Comment on the different ways in which Christians 
express worship of God  

Make connections: 

• Reflect on the value of belief in Jesus as God incarnate 
for Christians in the world today  

• Comment on how far the world today could benefit 
from a saviour, offering their own reasons and justifying 
their responses. 

• Find out about the seven ‘signs’ in John’s Gospel (i.e. 
changing water into wine (2:1–12); healing the royal official’s 
son (4:46–54); healing the paralytic at Bethseda (5:1–15); 
feeding the crowd in Galilee (6:1–15) – links with ‘I am the 
bread of life’; walking on the Sea of Galilee (6:16–21); healing 
the blind man in Jerusalem (9:1–7) – links with ‘I am the light of 
the world’; raising Lazarus to life at Bethany (11:1–3, 17–44) – 
links with ‘I am the resurrection and the life’). What do these 
add to the picture of Jesus? How do these ideas relate to 
Christian belief in the person and role of Jesus as God?  
• Explore how contemporary Christian worship music uses 
metaphor and simile to communicate belief in Jesus as God, 
and God as Trinity (e.g. www.worshipcentral.org/music ). 
Compare these styles of worship with other music (e.g. 
Christian heavy metal such as Stryper) and other forms of 
worship, e.g. Quaker, Pentecostal, and Anglican cathedral 
worship. What do they communicate about the nature of Jesus 
and God, and what effect do they have on worshipers? 
 • Comment on the central importance of belief in Jesus as God 
incarnate and Saviour for most Christians today, in the light of 
students’ learning in this unit.  
• Reflect on whether or not students think the world could do 
with a ‘saviour’ today. If so, how and why might such a ‘saviour’ 
offer guidance, direction, sustenance, wisdom, protection, life, 
hope, and so on? Explore a Humanist alternative argument that 
we need to be our own ‘saviours’ and not think there is any 
external source of ‘salvation’. 

Encouraging pupils to 
take responsibility for 
the development of their 
own belief and 
developing their own 
spiritual ideas  
  
Moral:   
Developing agreed 
virtues including truth-
telling, respect for 
persons, listening 
carefully to others etc.  
Exploring how society is 
influenced by beliefs, 
teachings, sacred texts 
and guidance from 
religious leaders.  
  
Social:   
  
Articulating pupils’ own 
and others ideas on 
relevant social issues 
found within these 
books  
  
Cultural:   
Consider the relationship 
between religion and 
culture and how 



religious beliefs 
contribute to cultural 
identity and practices.  
  
Promoting awareness of 
how interfaith co-
operation can support 
the pursuit of the 
common good.  
 
  
 
 

Resources:                                                                                  
Dynamic learning                                                                       
Textbook: This is RE 2    
 

 Cross curricular links:  Ensure good SPAG 
practices.  

 

  

  

  
 

  

  


