
Scheme of Work: 
Al -Ashraf Secondary School for Girls  

 

Religious education: Year 8 

Term 1: 1st of September -  19th of October (six lessons) 

Week Topic  Differentiation  SMSC Resources 

Week 1-2 Symbolism in religion: 
 
Knowledge skills and understanding 
in relation to how religious belief and 
spirituality are expressed through 
symbolism within Sikhism, Buddhism, 
Christianity, Judaism and Christianity.  
 
Reflect on and interpret the spiritual 
meanings found within these 
symbols.  
 
Students may also express their own 
ideas of spirituality via the medium 
of symbols. 

All pupils can describe some form of 
expression and connect meaning to 
them. 
 
Most pupils can suggest reasons for 
forms of religious expression. They 
may consider the similarities and 
differences between different religious 
symbols.  
 
Some pupils can account for how 
history and culture can influence a 
religious/ spiritual expression 

Spiritual development: 

 Considering how beliefs and 
concepts in religion may be expressed 
through symbols and expressive arts 
thereby contributing to personal and 
communal identity.  

 Respecting the sense of sacred 
associated with religious faiths 
including religious buildings and 
artefacts, without necessarily 
establishing a personal connection with 
them. 

 Developing their own view on 
religious and spiritual ideas by 
encouraging them to create their own 
symbols that reflect their spiritual and 
religious way of thinking.   

 
Moral development: 

 Valuing diversity by studying 
various religions and a secular view 
point.  

 Exploring the influence of beliefs, 
teachings, religious teachings within 
symbols and what effect it may have on 
its followers. 

 
Cultural development:  

 Encountering various symbols 
and expressive arts from differing 

Dynamic 
learning: 
Expressions of 
faith: 1.1  
 
Textbooks: This is 
RE! book 1 
 
 

Week 2-3 Religious symbols in art:  
 
Knowledge skills and understanding 
in relation to how religious beliefs 
are expressed through art.  
 
Students will explore various 
religious iconography and symbols 
depicted in art focusing on  

 Buddha within Buddhism 

 The representation of Jesus 
within Christianity  

 Ganesha within Hinduism 

 Guru Nayak within Sikhism.  
 
 

All students can describe 
what inspires and influences 
themselves and others. 
 
Most students can explain how 
religious sources are used, recognising 
diversity in forms of religious and 
spiritual expression, within and 
between religions. 
 
Some pupils can interpret sources, 
explaining the reasons that are used in 
different ways by different traditions 

Dynamic 
learning: 
Expressions of 
faith: 1.5  
 
Textbooks: This is 
RE! book 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Week 4 -
5 

What can be found in a place of 
worship and within the houses of 
some religious people: 
 
Knowledge skills and understanding 
in relation to how religious beliefs 
are expressed through worship and 
architecture. 
 
Students will define features within a 
place of worship and how religious 
artefacts in the home reflect beliefs 
and values. 
 
Students will explore the purpose 
behind these features as well as the 
impact it has on the followers.  
 
Students will discover similarities as 
well as differences within these 
features between religions. 
 
 

Nearly all pupils can describe and 
show understanding of sources, 
practices, beliefs and ideas behind 
things founds in a place of worship and 
within a home. They make links 
between them, and describe some 
similarities and differences between 
religions. 
 
Many pupils can demonstrate an 
understanding of the significance of 
places of worship for believers from 
different religions. They understand 
that similarities and differences 
illustrate distinctive beliefs between 
religions and suggest possible reasons 
for this. 
 
Some pupils can explain differences 
within and between the faiths as well 
as common characteristics. They 
may consider the challenges of 
belonging to a religion in the 
contemporary world, in relation to the 
home environment, focusing on values 
and commitments. 
 

cultures 

 Considering how culture can be 
reflected in religious symbols. 

 Promoting racial and interfaith 
harmony and respect for all.  

Dynamic 
learning: 
Expressions of 
faith: 1.6 and 1.7 
 
Textbooks: This is 
RE! book 1 
 

Week 6  The Big assignment:  
 
In groups, students will be expected 
to build a guide to a place of worship. 
This will include describing religious 
artefacts and explaining how and 
why artefacts are used in a place of 
worship. 

Pupils will be employing a variety of 
skills to complete the assignment, and 
these skills will cover a range of 
national curriculum/agreed syllabus 
levels. Pupils in their groups will be 
guided to produce outcomes at their 
level. 

Dynamic 
learning: 
Expressions of 
faith 
 
Textbooks: This is 
RE! book 1 
 
Appropriate 
websites for 
research.  



 

 


