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 Key question   Learning Objectives  Content for learning  SMSC 
 What is good 

and what is 
challenging 
about being 
a Muslim 
teenager in 
Britain 
today? 
[Iman/ibada
h/akhlaq] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 All Students will be able to: 
•Explain the importance of the key 
beliefs studied (e.g. iman, ibadah, akhlaq) 
for Muslim ways of living in Britain today 
 
Most Students will be able to: 
•Give reasons and examples to explain 
how and why Muslims put their beliefs 
into action in different ways (e.g. Sunni/ 
Shi’a traditions)  
• Show how beliefs and teachings guide 
Muslims in responding to the challenges 
of life in Britain today 
 
Some Students will be able to: 
• Give a coherent account of the 
challenges and opportunities of being a 
Muslim teenager in Britain today, 
offering reasons and justifications for 
their responses. 
 

• Discuss the question: what is British Islam? E.g. find 
examples of British Muslims creating contemporary 
media forms, such as British Muslim TV, whose tagline 
is ‘confidently Muslim and comfortably British’. Use 
their programme list to see how British Muslims are 
exploring their faith in a Western context.  
• Find out about the different Muslim traditions 
represented in Gloucestershire. Set the context, using 
the information in the 2011 census (see Guidance 
p.146). Six local mosques are Sunni; Quedgeley 
community is Shi’a; Ghousia Islamic Centre is Sufi. 
Make use of local voices, either through visitors or 
using the BBC archive: 
www.bbc.co.uk/gloucestershire/untold_stories/asian/
intro.shtml  
• Explore some of the similarities and key differences 
between the groups, e.g. Sunni/Shi’a: six articles of 
faith in Sunni Islam Tawhid, angels, revealed books, 
prophets, the Day of Judgment, predestination); five 
roots of Usul ad-Din in Shi’a Islam (Tawhid, 
prophethood, guidance, resurrection); Five Pillars of 
Sunni Islam and Ten Obligatory Acts of Shi’a Islam.  
• Look at Muslim artists who tackle Islamophobia, 
such as American photographer Ridwan Adhami 

Spiritual: 
Considering how  Islam 
and other world-views 
perceive the value of human 
beings and their relationships 
with one another, with the 
natural world, and with God 
in relation to morality 
 
Encouraging pupils to take 
responsibility for the 
development of their own 
belief and developing their 
own spiritual ideas 
 
Moral: 
Developing agreed and Islamic 
virtues 
including truth-telling, respect for 
persons, listening 
carefully to others etc. 
 
Exploring how society is 
influenced by beliefs, 
teachings, sacred texts and 
guidance from religious 
figures such as Prophet 
Muhammad (SAW).  



(www.ridwanadhami.com). How do artists challenge 
stereotypes? Conduct a media survey for a week; 
gather evidence of stereotypes of Muslims students 
find in the media. How could British Muslim teenagers 
combat stereotypes about them? How do they? 
• Be prepared to address the question of violent 
fundamentalist groups commandeering Islam, such as 
IS and Boko Haram, etc. Be prepared to discuss 
mainstream Muslim rejection of their actions e.g. 
bit.ly/2njqxg3  
• Examine the term ‘ijtihad’ to consider some 
different approaches to Islam in the modern world. 
Ijtihad is the intellectual effort of qualified scholars to 
employ reason and analysis of authoritative sources 
(Qur’an and Sunnah) to find legal solutions to new and 
challenging situations or where sources are 
ambiguous on issues. Some Muslims argue that the 
time for ijtihad is past and Muslims should live 
according to traditional ways; some Muslims argue 
that it is the duty of all Muslims to engage in ijtihad. 
Find out the arguments for different views on this 
continuum. Consider how far the requirement for 
submission in Islam incorporates the highest 
intellectual effort, and that submission does not 
bypass the brain. Consider how far this applies to all 
religions and beliefs. Reflect on how much effort 
students put into working out their own ideas. 

 
 
Social: 
Articulating pupils’ own and 
others ideas on relevant 
social issues relating to belief 
in God. 
 
Cultural: 
Showing interest in 
differences in relation to 
culture and religion. 
 
Promoting awareness of how 
interfaith co-operation can 
support the pursuit of the 
common good.  

  
Resources: Dynamic learning Textbooks: This is RE 1-3 & A variety of websites for research 
 
Cross curricular links: Ensure good SPAG practices and introduce essay writing with a focus on a well organised structure.  


