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 Key question   Learning Objectives  Content for learning  SMSC 
 How far does 

it make a 
difference if 
you believe 
in life after 
death? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 All Students will be able to: 
• Explain the key beliefs about life 
after death in at least two 
traditions  
• Explain how and why Christians 
interpret biblical sources about life 
after death differently (e.g. 
Protestant/Catholic) 
 
Most Students will be able to: 
• Show how religious and non-
religious beliefs about life after 
death affect the way people live, 
including how death is marked  
• Give reasons and examples to 
explain why people have different 
views on the idea of life after death 
 
Some Students will be able to: 
• Offer a coherent account of the 
impact of beliefs about life after 
death, comparing two views (e.g. 
one religious and one non-
religious; or contrasting religious 

• Consider a range of reasons people give for belief in life after 
death (e.g. religious teachings, religious and near-death 
experiences, desire for justice to offset unjust world, etc.). 
Reflect on the persistence of this belief and consider why it is so 
enduring. The charity Christian Aid often runs the tagline ‘we 
believe in life before death’. Discuss which is more important, 
this life or a possible one to come? To what extent does one 
affect the other? • Examine and compare a range of beliefs and 
teachings about death. Here are some examples:  
• Christian ideas: explore some Christian teachings (e.g. 
resurrection appearances of Jesus, such as in Luke 24; John 5:24–
25, 28–29; John 14:1–7; 1 Corinthians 15:51–56; Revelation 21:1–
4; the Nicene Creed states the Christian belief in a life after bodily 
death). What do these teachings say about what life after death 
is like? How do Christians interpret them differently? Consider 
how different Christian traditions offer different ideas about life 
after death, e.g. purgatory, heaven, hell, eternal soul or bodily 
resurrection. Explore the kinds of music, hymns and songs used 
at Christian and secular funeral services. What do the words used 
tell us about different beliefs about life and life after death in 
Britain today?  
• Muslim ideas about Paradise, akhirah and the Day of Judgment 
(e.g. resurrection of the body, Qur’an 56.60–61; accounting for 
actions, Qur’an 23.99–100; standing before God as Judge, Qur’an 

Spiritual: 
Considering how religious and 
other world-views 
perceive the value of human 
beings and their relationships 
with one another, with the 
natural world, and with God 
in relation to morality 
 
Encouraging pupils to take 
responsibility for the 
development of their own 
belief and developing their 
own spiritual ideas 
 
Moral: 
Developing agreed virtues 
including truth-telling, respect 
for persons, listening 
carefully to others etc. 
 
Exploring how society is 
influenced by beliefs, 
teachings, sacred texts and 
guidance from religious and 
non-religious figures. 
 
 



views, within or between faith 
traditions)  
• Evaluate how far different ideas 
about life after death help students 
to make sense of the world, 
offering reasons and justifications 
for their responses. 

35.18; deeds recorded in Book of Life, Qur’an 17.13–14; heaven 
and hell, Qur’an 32.17. Treatment of the body, burial, etc.  
• Buddhist teachings on samsara, rebirth and nibbana (nirvana); 
the role of arahat/arahant/Bodhisatta.  
• Sikh ideas of immortality of the soul, reincarnation and mukti.  
• Humanist ideas: this life is all there is, the human person is 
annihilated at death, and so the only kind of immortality is by 
remembrance, which is limited. The British Humanist Association 
affirms Humanist ethics ‘for the one life we have’. Humanists 
think the lack of an afterlife is a reason to make the most of this 
life. Reflect on whether ‘one life’ is a liberating or terrifying 
notion.  
• Consider the effects of these beliefs on the lives of individuals 
and communities, e.g. impact of beliefs about 
rewards/punishments on moral choices, and implications of 
believing that there is no judgement after death. How far does 
the idea of an afterlife help religious people live a good earthly 
life? Is existence a state of suffering, an ordeal to endure on a 
path to eternal happiness, or a chance to achieve one’s goals and 
hopes? 
 

Social: 
Articulating pupils’ own and 
others ideas on relevant 
social issues relating to belief 
in God and spirituality.  
 
Cultural: 
Showing interest in 
differences in relation to 
culture and religion. 
 
Promoting awareness of how 
interfaith co-operation can 
support the pursuit of the 
common good.  

  
Resources: This is RE 1-3 textbooks, AQA/Edexcel GCSE Textbooks & a variety of websites for research 
Cross curricular links: Ensure good SPAG practices and introduce essay writing with a focus on a well organised structure.  


