
AL-ASHRAF SECONDARY SCHOOL FOR GIRLS 

ACADEMIC YEAR 2016-2017 

YEAR 9 
AQA GCSE RELIGIOUS STUDIES A FULL COURSE 
SCHEMES OF WORK (Term 1  Duration 8 weeks) 

Independent Learners Creative Thinkers  Reflective Learners Team Workers Self Managers Effective Participators 

Identify questions to answer 
and problems to solve. 
Explore issues, events or 
problems from different 
perspectives. 

Generate ideas and 
explore 
possibilities. Create 
solutions and follow 
ideas through.  

Identify and invite feedback. Deal 
positively with praise, setbacks 
and criticism to inform future 
progress. 

Collaborate and 
show consideration 
to others. Work 
towards common 
goals. 

Organise time and 
resources, prioritising 
resources. Show 
commitment / 
perseverance. 

Discuss issues of concern to seek resolution. Propose 
practical ways forward, breaking tasks down into 
manageable steps. 

 

Week one introduction to specification 

BELIEFS AND TEACHINGS 
 
ISLAM 

 Content coverage 
Week 2 & 3 

The oneness of God and the 
supremacy of God’s will 

 

Resources   
 

 The AQA GCSE Religious Studies Student Book 
 

 Taleemul Haq 
 

Aims/learning outcomes 
 

 Understand Muslim beliefs on 
the concept of Tawhid (oneness  
of God) 

 To identify what is meant by the 
supremacy of God’s will 

 To explore how Muslims apply 
these teachings in their daily 
lives  

 To explore the effect of these 
beliefs on Muslims 

SMSC (Spiritual, moral, social 
& cultural development) 

Spiritual development is reflected by: 

 Exploring religious beliefs, enjoyment in 
learning about themselves, others and 
the world. 

 Use of imagination and creativity by 
reflecting on key questions of meaning 

Differentiation All pupils will be able to outline what is meant by the term Tawhid and 
supremacy of God’s will. 

Most pupils will be able to highlight the implications that a Muslim 
may face due the belief in Tawhid and supremacy of God’s will 

 



and truth.  

 Showing respect and tolerance for 
people’s opinions and feelings. 

 Experiencing a sense of belonging by 
developing their own views and ideas on 
religious and spiritual issues  

Moral development is reflected by: 

 The right of others to hold differing 
views. Consideration and concern for 
people with differing views 

 Differentiating between right and wrong. 
Social development is reflected by: 

 Personal  responsibilities and rights of 
being members of  communities (local, 
national and global);  

 The ability to relate to others including a 
range of religious, ethnic backgrounds. 

 To work with others for the common 
good by developing a shared sense of 
belonging and participating, active 
contribution, communities.  

Cultural development is reflected by : 
   

 Respect for their own culture and that of 
others (culture diversity) 

 Showing interest in differences in 
relation to culture  

Some pupils will be able to evaluate the conflict between free will  and 
Allah’s control of future events 

Activities/Assessment  Starter /Discuss what is Tawhid? Tawhid 

means the oneness of Allah. It is the main 

part of Iman (Faith) 

 

 Discuss and evaluate the nature of God 

described in Surah 112 

 

 Discuss why Muslims add the word ‘God 

Cross Curricular  
ICT 

  Researching opposing points of view  
 
English  

 Speaking skills through debated discussions  

 Literacy development in written assignments (Quality of 
written communication and SPAG) 



willing’ when talking about their future 

plans? 

 

 Discuss what the word Tawhid means to 

them? Are there any implications 

Muslims face because of this Belief?  
 

 Discuss what the belief in the supremacy 

of God’s will means to them? How may 

this belief affect their attitude to life? 
 

Homework 1 (20 minutes) 

Research the beliefs about the oneness of God 

and his supremacy: 

 

 Between religions  

 In particular what Muslims share with 

Christianity 

 Do you agree with any of these beliefs? 

Why or why not? 

 Why would people have conflicting 

views? 

 

Homework 2 (10 minutes) 

 

Look at the 99 beautiful names of Allah. Explain 

how they enhance understanding of Tawhid and 

the supremacy of God’s will. 
 

Homework 3 (10 minutes) 



Create a mind map reflecting how: 

 The belief in Tawhid may impact a 

Muslim’s life  

 The belief in the supremacy of God’s will 

may impact a Muslim’s life  

Homework 4 (15 minutes) 

“If God controls everything, then people are not 

responsible for their actions.” 

Evaluate this statement. In your answer you 

should: 

 Refer to Muslim teaching 

 Give developed arguments to support 

this statement 

 Give developed arguments to support a 

different point of  view 

 Reach a justified conclusion 

                                                        (12 marks) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



BELIEFS AND TEACHINGS 
 
ISLAM 

 Content coverage 
Week 4 & 5 

Key beliefs of Sunni and 
Shi’a Islam 

Resources   

 The AQA GCSE Religious Studies Student Book 
 

 Taleemul Haq 
 

Aims/learning outcomes 
 

 To understand the origins of 
Sunni and Shi’a Islam 

 To identify the six articles of 
faith in Sunni Islam 

 To identify  the five roots of Usul 
ad Din in Shi’a Islam 

 To explore the implications that 
these beliefs may have On the 
life of a Muslim 
 

SMSC (Spiritual, moral, social 
& cultural development) 

Spiritual development is reflected by: 

 Exploring religious beliefs enjoyment in 
learning about themselves, others and 
the world. 

 Use of imagination and creativity by 
reflecting on key questions of meaning 

Differentiation All pupils will be able to outline the reason for the split between Sunni 
and Shi’a Muslims 

Most pupils will be able to explain the Six articles of faith and Usul ad 
Din  

 



and truth.  

 Showing respect and tolerance for 
people’s opinions and feelings. 

 Experiencing a sense of belonging by 
developing their own views and ideas on 
religious and spiritual issues  

Moral development is reflected by: 

 The right of others to hold differing 
views. Consideration and concern for 
people with differing views 

 Differentiating between right and wrong. 
Social development is reflected by: 

 Personal  responsibilities and rights of 
being members of  communities (local, 
national and global);  

 The ability to relate to others including a 
range of religious, ethnic backgrounds. 

 To work with others for the common 
good by developing a shared sense of 
belonging and participating, active 
contribution, communities.  

Cultural development is reflected by : 
   

 Respect for their own culture and that of 
others (culture diversity) 

 Showing interest in differences in 
relation to culture  

Some pupils will be able to explain the impact the articles of faith and 
Usul ad Din would have on a Muslims life 

Activities/Assessment  
Homework 1 (20 minutes) 
 
Create a diagram on the Articles of faith in Sunni 
Islam and the five roots of Usul ad Din in Shi’a 
Islam with a brief explanation 
 
Homework 2 (10 minutes) 

Cross Curricular  
ICT 

  Researching opposing points of view  
 
English  

 Speaking skills through debated discussions  

 Literacy development in written assignments (Quality of 
written communication and SPAG) 



Create a mind map outlining the similarities 
between the articles of faith? 
 
Homework 3 (8 minutes) 
Explain two differences between the beliefs of 
Sunni Muslims and Shi’a Muslims.   
                                                                           (4 marks) 
 

BELIEFS AND TEACHINGS 
 
ISLAM 

 Content coverage 
6 & 7 

The nature of God 
 

Resources   
 

 The AQA GCSE Religious Studies Student Book 
 

 Taleemul Haq 
 

Aims/learning outcomes 
 

 To identify Muslims beliefs about the 
nature of God. (Omnipotence, 
beneficence, mercy, fairness and justice 
(Adalat in Shi’a Islam), including different 
ideas about God’s relationship with the 
world: immanence and transcendence. 
 

SMSC (Spiritual, moral, social 
& cultural development) 

Spiritual development is reflected by: 

 Exploring religious beliefs enjoyment in 
learning about themselves, others and 
the world. 

 Use of imagination and creativity by 
reflecting on key questions of meaning 

Differentiation All pupils will be able to outline Muslim beliefs about the nature of 
God  

Most pupils will be able to explain what is meant by immanent and 
transcendent  

 



and truth.  

 Showing respect and tolerance for 
people’s opinions and feelings. 

 Experiencing a sense of belonging by 
developing their own views and ideas on 
religious and spiritual issues  

Moral development is reflected by: 

 The right of others to hold differing 
views. Consideration and concern for 
people with differing views 

 Differentiating between right and wrong. 
Social development is reflected by: 

 Personal  responsibilities and rights of 
being members of  communities (local, 
national and global);  

 The ability to relate to others including a 
range of religious, ethnic backgrounds. 

 To work with others for the common 
good by developing a shared sense of 
belonging and participating, active 
contribution, communities.  

Cultural development is reflected by : 
   

 Respect for their own culture and that of 
others (culture diversity) 

 Showing interest in differences in 
relation to culture  

Some pupils will be able to evaluate why Muslim beliefs about the 
nature of God may pose problems for some  

Activities/Assessment  Brainstorm words that can be used to 

describe God 

 

Homework 1  (20 minutes) 

 

Explore Surah 1, 4 and 112 then match the 

opinions about God to the one of the reasons 

given for each one. Develop the reason given, and 

Cross Curricular  
ICT 

  Researching opposing points of view  
 
English  

 Speaking skills through debated discussions  

 Literacy development in written assignments (Quality of 
written communication and SPAG) 



explain why it supports the opinion stated. Also 

mention whether these are good reasons for the 

opinion stated 
 
Opinions 

 It is obvious that there must be a God. 

 Muslims cannot believe that God is all-
forgiving. 

 There is no God. 

 God cannot be described. 
 

Reasons 

Because: 

 God created the world. There would be 
no world if God did not exist. 

 Muslims believe that evil doers are 
punished in hell. 

 There is evil and suffering. 

 God is not like anything else. 
 

Homework 2 (10 minutes) 
 
Explain how the belief in God being omnipotent, 
beneficent, merciful, fairness and in the justice 
affect people’s attitude towards suffering in life? 

 
Homework 3 (15 minutes) 
“God cannot be both immanent and 

transcendent.” 

Evaluate this statement. In your answer you 

should: 

 Refer to Muslim teaching 



 Give developed arguments to support 

this statement 

 Give developed arguments to support a 

different point of  view 

 Reach a justified conclusion 

                                                        (12 marks) 

 
   

 

WEEK 8 

END OF TERM ASSESMENT 


