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EDEXCEL /AQA GCSE RELIGIOUS STUDIES A FULL COURSE 

SCHEMES OF WORK (Term  4 Duration 5 weeks) 

Independent Learners Creative Thinkers  Reflective Learners Team Workers Self Managers Effective Participators 

Identify questions to answer 
and problems to solve. 
Explore issues, events or 
problems from different 
perspectives. 

Generate ideas and 
explore 
possibilities. Create 
solutions and follow 
ideas through.  

Identify and invite feedback. Deal 
positively with praise, setbacks 
and criticism to inform future 
progress. 

Collaborate and 
show consideration 
to others. Work 
towards common 
goals. 

Organise time and 
resources, prioritising 
resources. Show 
commitment / 
perseverance. 

Discuss issues of concern to seek resolution. Propose 
practical ways forward, breaking tasks down into 
manageable steps. 

 

BELIEFS AND TEACHINGS 
 
ISLAM 

 Content coverage 
 

 

Reasons for differences 
between Sunni and Shi’ah 
Communities 

 
The five roots of ‘Usul ad-Din 
in Shi’a Islam: Their nature 
history and purpose; the 
importance of these principles 
for different Shi’a communities 
today. 

Resources   

 The Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies 11C Student Book, Section 2.9 
provides useful information. 
 

 The AQA GCSE Religious Studies Student Book, 
 

 http://shiastudies.org/article/principles-of-the-religion 
 
 

 Useful information can be found in table form: 
 

http://www.religionfacts.com/islam/comparison_charts/islamic_
sects.htm 
 
http://www.diffen.com/difference/Shia_vs_Sunni 

 

 Other useful information can be found: 
 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/islam/subdivisions/sunn
ishia_1.shtml 
 
http://www.islamfortoday.com/shia.htm   
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/middle_east/6213248.stm 

Aims/learning outcomes 
 

 

 To identify the main differences between 
Sunni and Shi'ah communities. 

 

 To assess the reasons for the differences 
between Sunni and Shi'ah communities. 

 

 To be able to give personal and vice versa 
opinions about the differences. 

 

 To identify the concept of Usul ad Din 

http://www.religionfacts.com/islam/comparison_charts/islamic_sects.htm
http://www.religionfacts.com/islam/comparison_charts/islamic_sects.htm
http://www.diffen.com/difference/Shia_vs_Sunni
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/islam/subdivisions/sunnishia_1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/islam/subdivisions/sunnishia_1.shtml
http://www.islamfortoday.com/shia.htm


 

 To explore the Quranic presentation of the 
Usul ad Din 

 

 
 

SMSC (Spiritual, moral, social 
& cultural development) 

Spiritual development is reflected by: 

 Exploring religious beliefs enjoyment in 
learning about themselves, others and 
the world. 

 Use of imagination and creativity by 
reflecting on key questions of meaning 

Differentiation All pupils will be able to outline five concepts of Usul ad Din for Shi’a 
Muslims 

Most pupils will be able to give Shi’a references to support beliefs of 
Usul ad Din 



and truth.  

 Showing respect and tolerance for 
people’s opinions and feelings. 

 Experiencing a sense of belonging by 
developing their own views and ideas on 
religious and spiritual issues  

Moral development is reflected by: 

 The right of others to hold differing 
views. Consideration and concern for 
people with differing views 

 Differentiating between right and wrong. 
 

Social development is reflected by: 

 Personal  responsibilities and rights of 
being members of  communities (local, 
national and global);  

 The ability to relate to others including a 
range of religious, ethnic backgrounds. 

 To work with others for the common 
good by developing a shared sense of 
belonging and participating, active 
contribution, communities.  

 
Cultural development is reflected by : 
   

 Respect for their own culture and that of 
others (culture diversity) 

 Showing interest in differences in 
relation to culture  

Some pupils will be able to explain the significance of Usul ad din for 
Shi’a Muslims 

Activities/Assessment  

 To research why and how Sunni and Shi’ah 
Muslims celebrate 10th of Muharram. 

 In a format of a table students need to 
include comprehensive points on the 
differences between the two communities 
and why there are these differences. 

Cross Curricular ICT 

  Researching opposing points of view  
 
 
English  

 Speaking skills through debated discussions  

 Literacy development in written assignments (Quality of 



 To create a poster on Usul ad Din supporting 
with Quranic references  

 Worksheet made up of sample exam style 
questions. 
 

written communication and SPAG) 

 


