


Contents of the Surah: 
 

 بِْسِم هللِا الرَّْحمِن الرَِّحيمِ 
In The Name of Allah, The Beneficent, The Merciful 

 
 It is known that this Surah was revealed in Makka, though some 

commentators have suggested it was revealed in Madinah. However, 
the surah’s short verses, as well as its tone and style, attest to the first 
opinion. 

 In any event, the comprehensiveness of this Surah is to such an extent 
that, according to some commentators, all the knowledge and 
objectives of the Qur'an are briefly gathered in this single Surah. In 
other words, this short Surah leads humans to a total, complete program 
for his happiness and success. 

 It begins with a meaningful oath of 'Time', referring to the loss existing in 
nature, along the gradual path, in the lives of all human beings except 
for those who bring Faith, perform good deeds and enjoin one another 
towards the truth & patience. In fact, these four principles involve the 
theological, practical, personal, and social doctrine of Islam. 
 



The simple translation for the word 

“asr” would be; time. However, 

“asr” has a much deeper 

meaning compared to another 

Arabic word also meaning time, 

“dahr.” “Dahr” means time with 

no limits placed upon it whereas, 

“asr” means time that is limited; a 

time that will come to an end. At 

a linguistic level, the meaning of 

“asr” is something that is pressed 

or squeezed. Allah is swearing an 

oath on time, a time that is 

limited, a time that will end & 

consequently, a time that must be 

squeezed or pressed so that we, 

the humankind, benefit as much 

from our limited time as possible. 



Allah has not sworn an oath on 

any of the created objects on 

account of their glory, 

excellence or wonderful 

qualities, but for the reason that 

they testify to the truth which is 

established. Therefore, the oath 

of Time signifies that Time is 

witness to the true fact; man is in 

sheer loss except for the people 

who possess the four qualities. 



Now, let us see how the Qur'an uses the 
word “khusr” (loss). The word “khusr” is 

an antonym of “nafa’” (profit). In trade, 
this word is used in the case when: 
• Loss results from a bargain  
• The whole business is running in loss 
• Man loses all his capital and 

becomes bankrupt 

 
The Qur'an has made this word a special 

term of its own and uses it as an 
antonym of “falah” (true success). The 

concept of “falah” is not merely 
synonymous with worldly prosperity but 

distinguishes man's true success in this 
life. Therefore, the word “khusr” (loss) 
also is not merely synonymous with 

worldly failure or distress but is symbolic 
of man's real failure and disappointment 

in the world. 



Allah says, “Though man is 

generally at a loss, I prescribe 

for man something which will 

safeguard him from making a 

loss. First, man must have 

Imaan.” 

Does any one know what Iman 

means? 

This belief will include not only 

beliefs in Allah`s existence, but 

all the qualities of Allah Talaa. 

Likewie, perform good deeds 

as aa’mal is the fruit of Iman. 

Does any one know how many 

times Iman and amal have 

been mentioned in the Quran? 

In this Ayah, Allah draws 

our attention to the fact 

that one should not feel 

content and happy that 

he has attained 

salivation because he 

has lived his life 

according to the Shariah. 

Remember! One also has 

to concern oneself with 

the well being of others 

as well. 



1. Nabi (SAW) has said: 

“Whoever performs Fajr and Asr will enter 

Jannah.” (Bukhari) 

2. Nabi (SAW) has said: 

“One will not enter the fire who performs salaah 

before sunrise and sunset.” (Muslim) 

3. It was the practice when two companions 

(Sahaabis) met that they would not take 

leave of each other, after having met, 

without reciting to another; Surah Asr (i.e. 

reminding each other of the advices found 

therein.) (Tabrani) 

4. Imam Shaafi’ (R) is reported to have said that 

if no other surah was revealed besides this 

surah, it would have been sufficient for men 

because it includes all the knowledge of 

the Quran-al-Karim. 

 

 






