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Welcome to the 3rd Issue of the 

Al-Ashraf Secondary School for 

Girls annual magazine. The 

magazine has been made to 

summarise the 2013-2014 year 

including several activities we have 

taken part in.  

Read and have some fun... 



By Khadijah Patel (Year 9) 

Alhamdulillah, through the grace and mercy of Allah (SWT) and the support of the local  

community we are now in our 20th Academic year. Over the past 20 years the school has served many 

pupils from the local community and as far afield as Bristol, Swindon, Newport and Worcester. Our 

science lab was in urgent need of refurbishment and we appealed to the community for support and 

duas.  

On 20th December 2013, Al-Ashraf Secondary School for Girls organised a fundraising meal at The Crypt 

School for the Science lab refurbishment project. The meal was £10.00 per adult and £5.00 for children 

under the age of 5. The total amount we raised from this event was £3115.43 which includes donations 

on the evening and cupcake sales. 

There was a short talk from our current science teacher, Mrs Gibbs, and some pupils from year 8 did a 

short talk about Muslim scientists. A former pupil at the school also talked about her personal 

experiences at the school. The presentation ended with a dua. 

The total cost that was needed for the refurbishment was 

approximately £13,000. 

The project involved: 

-Replacing old experiment units and basins with new ones.  

-Replacing old windows with modern double glazing.  

-New, safe lockable chemical storage. 

-Replacing old flooring 

-Painting walls. 

-Purchase of much needed science equipment 

To raise extra money for the science lab to reach the target of £13,000 an afternoon meal was also 

held. The meal was available to order for staff and pupils at both the Al-Ashraf primary and secondary 

schools. A cake sale also took place at both schools including a food sale in the community on a 

separate day. 

So far we have raised £10, 613.46. Jazakallah to all those at the schools and in the community who 

have helped support this project so far. May Allah (SWT) reward you abundantly in both the worlds. 

Ameen. 
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Old science lab 
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Young Minds 

‘YoungMinds is the UK’s leading charity committed to improving the 

emotional wellbeing and mental health of children and young 

people.’ 

By Mariyah Moolla (Year 11) 

This year, as part of Citizenship lessons the year 9 class learnt about Young Minds, a 

charity based around helping those with mental health problems, empowering their 

families and giving each and every person hope. They help those with ADHD (Attention 

Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder ) , anorexia, bullying and much more. The year 9 class got 

together and brought in various cakes, drinks and 

savouries in order to raise money for the charity. They raised a total of £52.37. 

Funded by Comic Relief and The Big Lottery Fund from its Reaching 

Communities, Young Minds seemed like a great charity to help and support. Good 

mental health and health in general is a very important aspect in life. In 

order to get through the hard times we need to be mentally prepared and in some 

cases, we need the correct help from the correct helpers. Young Minds achieves this in 

a number of ways: 

 

- Inspiring excellence in children and young people’s services. 

- Improving Self-Harm Responses. 

- Increasing the influence of the Voice of Young People and their Families. 
- Advancing their understanding of how the Internet and Social Media can be a 

positive tool for building emotional resilience. 



By Rabia Muheb (Year 10) 

 

                                                     Fundraising 

Year 10 pupils came up with the idea of holding a fundraising event for Macmillan cancer 
support so that the money raised can go towards the people who are suffering from cancer. 

MacMillan Cancer Support  provide practical, medical and financial support and push for better cancer care 
for cancer patients and their families.  

For  the fundraising, many students and their families donated sweets and savouries. There were: 
-Creamy cupcakes 
-Mouth watering puddings (tarts, banoffee pies and custard puddings) 
-Pizzas 
-Fried chicken 
-Cool drinks 
-Samosas and lots more. 

Year 10 pupils prepared the lunch for the fundraising, with lots of help from Farhana Apa 
Patel, Tahera Apa Patel and a few other members of staff. The lunch consisted of a panini and a drink. 

Not only that but the school held a non-uniform on the same day and the students wore clothes of their choice 
(clothes had to be appropriate) and paid £1. Many girls felt that it would be great if they wore green clothing 
because it would match the colour of the Macmillan logo. 

The school raised £647.40 MashaAllah which was sent to Macmillan and they replied back to say a big thank 
you to the school and to all those people who contributed in this fundraising, for their hard work and effort. 

As Muslims, we know that it is important to help our brothers and sisters in Islam. That does not mean that we 
don’t help other people, because at the end of the day, they are still human beings and creations of Allah 
S.W.T and it is our responsibility to help them. 

For more information, on MacMillans Cancer Support visit the website: www.macmillan.org.uk  

 

 

Macmillan Cancer Support 

Food set and ready to make sales! Pupils busy buying and selling mouth-watering food! 



By Shaheen Mulla (Year 8) 

On 26th of February the school had planned for the Year 

7 and 8 classes to go on an educational trip to Cirencester 

where we were able to visit the Roman Museum. We all 

filled in question sheets regarding the Romans and had 

great fun doing activities with a kind lady who told us 

more about the Empire. It was extremely fascinating.  

We explored the museum and discovered many 

interesting facts about how the Romans lived their lives 

differently to how we live now. We went to the activity 

room where a woman, called Jane, told us about the 

Romans. We were able to dress up in costumes and the 

rest of the group had to guess if it was a child, woman or 

man and what was written on their tombstones. The 

activities were thoroughly enjoyed by the teachers and 

students alike and were very educational. 

There were a lot of Roman tombstones where we had to 

translate the text on them from Latin into English. We did a 

lot of translating and it was interesting to pick up different 

phrases in Latin. We had an amazing time looking at models 

of Romans, their clothing, jewellery and their cooking 

utensils. It is always exciting to see how people lived during 

different stages and what they had. 

We found it very fun because the activities were entertaining 

and engaging and the gift shop contained unusual items. We 

all left with knowledge that we did not know prior to the trip 

and overall it was extremely successful. 

TRIPS 
Corinium Museum In Cirencester 

Year 8 pupils studying a Roman statue dressed for battle 

Year 8 pupil dressed like a Roman child (Of 

course, the burke was not part of a Roman 

child’s outfit) 

Type of dress worn by a woman during the 

Roman times 



By Mariyah Moolla (Year 11) 

As students in year 11, it was time to think of what we wanted to become later on in life so that 

we could choose the subjects in sixth form suited to the career we wanted to pursue. 

It was the idea of our Geography teacher, Miss Barber, that we join in with the annual careers fair 

held at King’s School for the students. After contacting the Head of Sixth Form and asking for 

permission from the Head and Deputy Head of our school it was decided that on Friday 29th 

November 2013, we would go to King’s School. This was in the hope that we would get some 

insight into a few occupations we were interested in and could possibly go into after our sixth 

form years. 

There were a number of apprenticeship courses and we were able to talk to employees ranging 

from some who worked in the Nature displays department in a museum to workers at GCHQ. It 

was extremely helpful and has helped us make decisions which we are unlikely to regret. The day 

was extremely fun and we were also able to look at the Sixth Form house and a few classrooms.  

The King’s School 

Entrance to the Little Cloister House at King’s School 

Aerial view of King’s School 

Students in the hall at the Careers fair at King’s School 



           

           

        Why did the teacher 

        turn on the lights? 

Because her class were so dim. 

 

 

 

What is a butterfly’s 

favourite subject at 

school? 

Mothamatics. 

 

 

 

Why didn’t two 4s 

want lunch? 

Because they had 

already 8. 

 

 
 

How is an English 
teacher like a 

judge? 

They both hand out 

sentences. 

 

By Saliha Farooq (Year 7) 

Feelings 

If I were to mock your mum or dad 

You would break inside all hurt and sad 

If I had to ridicule your husband or wife 

The decision would be made that I have no place in 

your life 

If I insulted your beloved daughter or son 

Your emotions would be stirred whilst I have fun  

If I speak against those that are dear 

Its waves of emotions that I will have to fear 

Muhammad (S.A.W.)  is more dear to me than my 

own blood 

Insult my Prophet, you’re asking for emotions to 

flood 

 

It’s nothing extreme, it all makes sense 

You hurt my feelings and I take offence 

I don’t justify killings or violence 

But don’t expect me to sit back in silence  

If you don’t agree with the man, at least live like 

brothers 

I might not share your beliefs, but I will never mock 

others 

So my dear friend, I love you for you are my fellow 

being 

Just don’t insult Muhammad (S.A.W.) I believe he is 

the greatest this world has ever seen.  

 

~ Yusuf Omar~  

 



Try solving these riddles: 

Q: What word becomes shorter and not longer when 

you add two letters to it? 

A: Short 

Q: Mary’s father has 5 daughters – Nana, Nene, Nini, 

Nono. What is the fifth daughters name? 

A: If you answered Nunu, you are wrong. It’s Mary! 

Q: If I drink, I die. If I eat, I am fine. What am I? 

A: A fire! 

Q: What occurs once in a minute, twice in a moment 

and never in one thousand years? 

A: The letter M  

Q: What can you catch but not throw? 

A: A cold.  

Q: What is as light as a feather, but even the world’s 

strongest man couldn’t hold it for more than a 

minute? 

A: His breath!  


