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1. INTRODUCTION 

The new Education Inspection Framework (EIF 2019) includes an enhanced focus on curriculum. 
The content of our lessons – what we actually teach our students and not merely the destination – 
is at the heart of education. 

Our working definition of curriculum is that it is a framework for setting out the aims of a 
programme of education, including the knowledge and skills to be gained at each stage (intent); 
for translating that framework over time into a structure and narrative, within an institutional 
context (implementation) and for evaluating what knowledge and understanding students have 
gained against expectations (impact).  

The curriculum lies at the heart of education. It determines what learners will know and be able 
to go on to do by the time they have finished that stage of their education.’  

Amanda Spielman (HM Chief Inspector of Education)  

Al-Ashraf Secondary School for Girls continues to review its curriculum annually with a clear focus 
on addressing and meeting these new demands, keeping in mind that the school curriculum is not 
only the subjects on the timetable; it is the whole experience of education.  

The curriculum firmly underpins the school vision from which a culture and ethos is generated that 
supports all students within our school. We are committed to ensuring that spirituality & morality 
permeates all sections of the curriculum and that our curriculum, as far as possible, is broad and 
balanced in order that the needs of all students are provided for whatever their gifts, talents or 
abilities. We aim to make provision for academic achievement and the spiritual, moral, social, 
cultural, mental, physical and creative development of our students, in addition to preparing them 
for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of later life.  

2. AIMS & VALUES 

Our Curriculum enables students to develop:  

 Inquisitiveness and the ability to question, solve problems and argue rationally. 
 An ability to work independently and collaboratively. 
 A willingness to apply themselves and develop an aptitude for attaining knowledge and 

skills required for further/higher education, adult life and employment in a changing world. 
 Literacy skills, numeracy skills and competence in the use of information and 

communications technology. 
 Creativity, critical awareness, empathy and sensitivity. 
 Recognition of their own and others’ achievements, in school and beyond. 
 Self-esteem, self-worth and self-confidence.  
 Appropriate moral and spiritual values and tolerance of others, to value each individual 

and to learn to live together in an atmosphere of mutual respect. 
 An awareness of their place in the school community and opportunities for service to each 

other and to the wider community. 
 An understanding that learning is a lifelong process. 
 Knowledge and understanding of the world in which they live. 
 An attitude of respect and care for our environment. 
 An understanding that our words and actions have consequences. 
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 Tolerance for the protected characteristics included within the Equality Act of 2010. 
 Recognition of aspirations and achievements and celebration of success. 

Aims & objectives, key curriculum focus and detailed mapping of each subject taught in the school 
can be seen on the school website - http://secondary.al-ashraf.org.uk/nationalCurriculum.shtml 

3. ACCESS 

We are committed to ensuring that all students are engaged in their learning, motivated and 
enabled to succeed. Teaching staff are expected to ensure that students who may be having 
difficulties or becoming demotivated are identified early and provided with appropriate support, 
encouragement and guidance. Differentiated work will be planned and set to cater for lower 
ability students. (LA). 

Higher ability (HA) students - It is the responsibility of all staff to identify such students, to 
encourage their interests and to make appropriate provision for them. Such provision will include 
planning classroom-based work that genuinely stretches the more able and provides additional 
challenges and experiences. A SEND register is kept and updated by teachers to record special 
provision in each subject and Year Group.  

4. EXPECTATIONS OF STAFF 

Staff are expected to:  

 have high expectations of students;  

 employ a range of teaching and learning methods in lessons (appropriate to the group)  

 ensure that students can access the curriculum effectively and are given opportunities to 
succeed;  

 deliver programmes of study that builds upon students’ prior knowledge and experiences, 
provide subject progression and continuity and sequence topics effectively. 

 provide work which meets their students’ needs and offers a depth and challenge that 
motivates and inspires them;  

 involve learners in the process of learning, through discussion and feedback  

 evaluate their own performance through AfL, target setting and encouraging students 

 develop students’ skills in order that they can become independent learners 

 encourage, reward and value achievement and effort, both formally and informally; and to  

 keep SLT fully informed about the progress and achievement of their pupils. 

5. CITIZENSHIP 

Citizenship Education in Key Stage 3 & 4 aims to help pupils relate to, understand and contribute 
to the communities they live in. It encourages pupils to take an interest in topical issues and to 
engage in discussion and debate. 

Through Citizenship Education it is hoped that pupils will: 
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 Increase the knowledge, skills and values relevant to the nature and practices of 
participative democracy. 

 Gain a wider understanding of their rights and responsibilities needed for the development 
of active citizenship. 

 Gain a developed understanding of the communities they live in. 

 Have a stronger sense of how they can contribute to and how to make their views count in 
society. 

 Understand how British society works. 

 Play an active role in British society. 

6. RSE  

The Relationships Education, Relationships and Sex Education and Health Education (England) 
Regulations 2019, made under sections 34 and 35 of the Children and Social Work Act 2017, make 
Relationships Education compulsory for all pupils receiving primary education and Relationships 
and Sex Education (RSE) compulsory for all pupils receiving secondary education. 

The school has, in consultation with governors and parents developed a separate RSE policy in 
January 2021. Lesson plans prepared by AMS are used.  

See https://al-ashraf.org.uk/secondary/policies/RSE-Policy.pdf 

7. PSHE  

PSHE aims to equip pupils with the knowledge, skills and understanding they need to live healthy, 
safe and responsible lives. The subject (alongside cross-curricular links with science and Islamiat) 
covers a range of relevant topics including lessons in healthy eating, mental health and personal 
safety, life changes and achievements, physical, mental and sexual health and personal wellbeing. 
The subject educates students on these topics as well as giving them an understanding of how to 
responsibly challenge prejudice and discrimination and encouraging students to reflect on their 
own relationships, attributes and contributions to the wider society. The overall aim of PSHE is to 
ensure our students are able to deal with situations that young people may come across and make 
informed choices now and in the future.  

8. CAREERS  

Students need a planned programme of activities to enable them to gain the knowledge, 
understanding, skills, attitudes and attributes required to make well informed choices about their 
future pathways and to enable them to manage their careers and sustain employment 
throughout their lives.    
  
Effective careers education is impartial and considers young people's personal abilities, needs and 
preferences. It is motivating and it raises aspiration, by providing clear targets and by 
encouraging young people to participate in learning and to attain qualifications to reach their full 
potential.    
  
A clear picture of the current and projected local and national labour market helps to support 
students’ future career intentions and helps inform future education and training plans.  
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AIMS AND OBJECTIVES   
 

 To develop students’ aspirations, self-awareness and participation in careers education. 
 To encourage students to make good use of resources available to them in order that they 

can make well informed decisions throughout their school journey and beyond.   
 To adopt a whole-school careers approach across all teaching staff. 
 To maintain a good working relationship between the school and outside agencies. 
 To create mechanisms for feedback from staff, students and parents about the delivery 

and availability of careers, so that the procedures and delivery can be continually 
evaluated and improved. 

 To ensure that all students have the transferable skills required by employers at the end of 
Year 11.  These transferable skills will give them the career management skills they need 
for their future working life.  

 To motivate and encourage every student to not only achieve their full potential 
academically but to also make the most of enrichment opportunities as well as work 
experience.  

 To monitor and evaluate destination information for Year 11 leavers.  
 

9. COMPUTER SCIENCE (KS3 ONLY) 

As from Sept. 2021, OCR ENTRY LEVEL CERTIFICATE COMPUTER SCIENCE was introduced.  

Qualification Aims and Objectives: 

OCR’s Entry Level Certificate in Computer Science will encourage learners to: 

 understand and apply the fundamental principles and concepts of Computer Science, 
including problem solving, logic, algorithms, and programming 

 analyse problems in computational terms, and have exposure to practical experience of 
writing computer programs in order to solve such problems 

 learn about, discuss and evaluate both new and unfamiliar technologies 
 become responsible, confident and creative users of Computer Science and related 

technologies 
 understand the components that make up digital systems, and how they communicate 

with one another and with other systems 
 understand the impacts of digital technology to the individual and to wider society. 

https://al-ashraf.org.uk/secondary/curriculum/ict/Entry-Level-Certificate-in-Computer-Science-
R354-Specification.pdf 

 10. ART 

In Arts and Craft, pupils build on skills, techniques, knowledge and understanding. They are 
encouraged to refine their work and challenge themselves creatively. Art stimulates creativity and 
imagination which provides visual and sensory experiences, a unique way of understanding and 
responding to the world. 

Arts & Crafts aims to provide opportunities to: 
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 Undertake a balanced topic of activities 

 Work individually or as a class discussions 

 Evaluate their own and others work 

 Learn and gain skills using appropriate vocabulary 

 Develop an understanding of historical and cultural aspects 

 Demonstrate their ability and creative powers through a series of practical units 

 Understand the characteristic of ingredients to achieve a varied diet 

 Emphasise on safe and hygiene 

 Allow pupils to achieve their potential and stimulate an interest in their diet and health 

 Expose pupils to a range of practical skills, equipment, techniques and recipes 

Pupils study three topics: 

1. ARTS 

2. TEXTILE 

3. FOOD TECHNOLOGY (KS4) 

Each topic will explore Indian and Chinese themes, using techniques and ideas through 
independent study, group work, discussions, practical tasks and also new challenge of developing 
their own work. 

As from November 2019, pupils will be able offered a vocational qualification; BTEC Level 1 & 2 Awards in 
Home Cooking Skills which has to give learners the opportunity to develop: 
 
• the knowledge, understanding and confidence to cook meals at home 
• an understanding of how to economise when planning a meal  
• an ability to transfer skills learned to different recipes 
• an ability to inspire others by transferring that knowledge.  
 
Pictures of pupils’ work are regularly uploaded on to the school website.  
 
https://al-ashraf.org.uk/secondary/arts.php 

11. ISLAMIAT CURRICULUM 

Since the school’s establishment in 1994, the Governors have maintained a commitment to the 
teaching of an in-depth, comprehensive and high standard of Islamic education covering a range of 
different subjects. Al-Ashraf Secondary School for Girls is unique from most other Islamic schools 
in this aspect as it offers an integrated and comprehensive curriculum, which covers 
approximately 20% of the timetable. 

Our curriculum reflects the need to present Islam in a manner which appeals to the mind of the 
young student, motivates her and wins her appreciation. It has been developed with careful 
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thought and planning to cater for the new challenges facing our young girls and we continue to 
adapt to the changing needs of our students.  

Islam is a religion of moderation and condemns extremism of all kind. This distinct Islamic feature 
is strongly promoted in our curriculum so that students realise the importance of tolerance for 
people with other faiths and those with none and the need to follow Prophet Muhammad 
(sallallahu alaihi wa sallam)’s example in displaying noble character, kindness, love and affection 
for humanity at large. Our curriculum is intrinsically designed to prevent young impressionable 
minds from being radicalised or drawn into extremist ideology.  

We recognise the growing menace of radicalisation in our society and actively combat this through 
our curriculum based on the original teachings of the Holy Qur'an and Sunnah of our beloved 
Prophet Muhammad (SAW). 

“And we have not sent you but as a mercy unto mankind.” (Holy Qur’an) 

Likewise, our beloved Prophet Muhammad (Sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) has said, 

“Allah Most Merciful shows mercy to the merciful. Show mercy to those on earth and the One in 
the Heavens will show mercy to you.” (Hadith) 

We believe correct understanding of one’s own faith is the key to mutual respect and tolerance. 

The Islamic Studies curriculum is structured into four distinct components of Islamic sciences, namely, 
Fiqh (basic Islamic jurisprudence), Hadith (actions, sayings, and approvals of Prophet Muhammad 
sallallahu alaihi wa sallam), Tafseer (translation/explanation of the Holy Qur’an) and Islamic History. 

Furthermore, our curriculum has been designed with careful thought and planning and is taught in a 
manner whereby learning is sequenced and progressive at each stage and important topics e.g. 
Akhlaaq, Salah, Haidh etc. are frequently reviewed. 

We aim to lay firm foundations of Islamic teachings and knowledge which makes following the Holy 
Qur’an and the noble Sunnah of Prophet Muhammad (SAW) a natural and enjoyable choice. In 
addition, we encourage students to develop their analytical skills such as critical thinking, reasoning, 
interpretation etc. through contextual study. 

For Islamiat Curriculum Overview, see: 

https://al-ashraf.org.uk/secondary/docs/IslamicStudiesCurriculumOverview.pdf 

Tarbiyah (Nurturing and Personal Development) 

We understand the need for formal Islamic education to be supplemented with correct Tarbiyah 
(nurturing and development) for knowledge to be truly beneficial. Therefore, we aim to nurture within 
each student a personality/character based on Prophet Muhammad (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam)’s 
noble exemplar of compassion and affection for humanity at large. Similarly, we encourage students’ 
personal/spiritual growth and development through adopting Ikhlaas (sincerity), Taqwa (God 
consciousness), good Akhlaaq (character) etc. Our students are reminded of the importance of Amal 
(practical implementation) of Islamic teachings and knowledge in daily life. Finally, we hope to instil 
within each student a deep love for Allah (SWT), His final Prophet, Muhammad (sallallahu alaihi wa 
sallam) and an unwavering commitment to Deen in general, Insha Allah. 
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12. RE  

KS3 

In Key Stage 3, religious education focuses on engaging students in developing a broader 
understanding of beliefs and the impact of religion on people’s lives and on society. Through their 
study, students work towards two key attainment targets; ‘learning about religion’ and ‘learning 
from religion’ and as result, are expected to: 

 deepen their understanding of important beliefs, concepts and issues of truth and 
authority in religion; 

 apply their understanding of religious and philosophical beliefs, teachings and practices to 
a range of ultimate questions and ethical issues, with a focus on self-awareness, 
relationships, rights and responsibilities; 

 enquire into and explain some personal, philosophical, theological and cultural reasons for 
similarities and differences in religious beliefs and values, both within and between 
religions; 

 interpret religious texts and other sources, recognising both the power and limitations of 
language and other forms of communication in expressing ideas and beliefs; 

 reflect upon the impact of religion in the world, considering both the importance of 
interfaith dialogue and the tensions that exist within and between religions and beliefs; 

 develop their evaluative skills, showing reasoned and balanced viewpoints when 
considering their own and others’ responses to religious, philosophical and spiritual issues. 

KS4 

Religious Education at key Stage 4 is a thriving subject in which all topics are clearly structured to 
provide a fast-paced and challenging lesson that deals honestly with the basic questions of life. 

The Religious department has inspired great interest leading to outstanding GCSE results with up 
to 100% of girls attaining A*-C grades reflect the department’s excellent reputation for teaching 
and learning, and the support that students receive. 

All Pupils are offered the opportunity to undertake the full course Religious Studies which will be 
studied from year 9 all the way through to year 11. 

Religious Studies encourages students to think about their own beliefs through the exploration of 
other major faiths. It enables the students to foster deeper understanding of religious and moral 
viewpoints. Key beliefs of major Faiths – secular world views - in particular a humanist approach to 
life are also examined. This will allow the students to bear the differing views of others and the 
right of others to hold views which are different to their own. 

Religious Studies Students will leave with a lifelong appreciation of the central role faith has and 
aid greater tolerance and respect for the wider community. 

The subject offers great scope for learning about, and learning from, different religious 
backgrounds, through classroom study, stimulating ideas and visits to local places of worship. 

Students learn individually and in collaborative group situations, developing analytical skills and 
debating skills. 
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13. PROMOTING SMSC & FUNDAMENTAL BRITISH VALUES (FBV) 

As per requirements set out in section 78 of the Education Act 2002 Al-Ashraf Secondary School 
for Girls promotes the spiritual, moral, social and cultural (SMSC) development of its pupils.  

Teachers promote SMSC by embedding it into their lessons where applicable and schemes of work 
formally record this provision. 

Assemblies are also used extensively to promote the development of SMSC and brief details are 
uploaded on the school website. 

Al-Ashraf Secondary School for Girls understands its legal duty & actively strives to promote 
fundamental British values of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty, and mutual respect 
and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs as per section 78 of the Education Act 
2002. 

FBV are at the core of our curriculum and underpins everything the school promotes.  

Through the provision of SMSC, Al-Ashraf Secondary School for Girls: 

 Enables students to develop their self-knowledge, self-esteem and self-confidence. 

 Enable students to distinguish right from wrong and to respect the civil and criminal law of 
England. 

 Encourage students to accept responsibility for their behaviour, show initiative, and to 
understand how they can contribute positively to the lives of those living and working in 
the locality of the school and to society more widely;  

 Enable students to acquire a broad general knowledge of and respect for public institutions 
and services in England. 

 Further tolerance and harmony between different cultural traditions by enabling students 
to acquire an appreciation of and respect for their own and other cultures. 

 Encourage respect for other people. 

 Encourage respect for democracy and support for participation in the democratic 
processes, including respect for the basis on which the law is made and applied in England. 

The list below describes the understanding and knowledge expected of pupils as a result of 
promoting fundamental British values. 

 An understanding of how citizens can influence decision-making through the democratic 
process. 

 An appreciation that living under the rule of law protects individual citizens and is essential 
for their wellbeing and safety. 

 An understanding that there is a separation of power between the executive and the 
judiciary, and that while some public bodies such as the police and the army can be held to 
account through parliament, others such as the courts maintain independence. 

 An understanding that the freedom to choose and hold other faiths and beliefs is protected 
in law. 
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 An acceptance that other people having different faiths or beliefs to oneself (or having 
none) should be accepted and tolerated, and should not be the cause of prejudicial or 
discriminatory behaviour. 

 An understanding of the importance of identifying and combatting discrimination. It is not 
necessary for schools or individuals to ‘promote’ teachings, beliefs or opinions that conflict 
with their own, but nor is it acceptable for schools to promote discrimination against 
people or groups on the basis of their belief, opinion or background. 

Further information of how our school upholds & encourages fundamental British Values can be 
found on our school website www.secondary.al-ashraf.org.uk/britishvalues.shtml 

Furthermore, Al-Ashraf Secondary School for Girls seeks to foster warm, welcoming and respectful 
environments, which allow us to question and challenge discrimination and inequality, resolve 
conflicts peacefully and work and learn free from harassment and violence. We recognise that 
there are similarities and differences between individuals and groups but we will strive to ensure 
that our differences do not become barriers to participation, access and learning and to create 
inclusive processes and practices, where the varying needs of individuals and groups are identified 
and met. We therefore cannot achieve equality for all by treating everyone the same. We will 
build on our similarities and seek enrichment from our differences and so promote understanding 
and learning between and towards others to create cohesive communities.  

(Refer to Equality Policy - https://al-ashraf.org.uk/secondary/policies/Equality-Policy.pdf) 

14. CURRICULUM ENRICHMENT WEEK & CITIZENSHIP DAY 

From Academic Year 2016/17, an extra week was added to the school academic year to enrich the 
curriculum with trips and sporting activities. See school website for past events. 

Similarly, the last day of Term 1 is dedicated to Citizenship Day. An initiative to enable pupils to 
experience a wide range of activities outside the classroom, develop key skills, enhance SMSC 
development and cross-curricular links. 

Citizenship Day is also about promoting local history, community cohesion, supporting young 
people to feel valued as contributors and to understand and become more involved in society. 

15. ASSESSMENT, MONITORING PROGRESS & REPORTING 

AASSG constantly uses ongoing assessment to check on pupils’ understanding. Information 
captured from assessment is used not only for identifying gaps in pupils’ knowledge, skills and 
depth of understanding, but also to inform and improve on future curriculum design. 

Refer to Assessment Policy for details: 

http://secondary.al-ashraf.org.uk/policies/Assessment-Policy.pdf 

16. EXAMINATION ENTRY 

All pupils have access to the full curriculum at both KS3 & KS4 and have an opportunity to sit GCSE 
exams in the following subjects: 

 English Language & Literature 
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 Maths 

 Science (Double Award) 

 History 

 Business Studies 

 Religious Studies 

 Urdu 

Higher Ability (HA) pupils have an opportunity to take the following additional GCSEs. 

 Classical Civilisation (Introduced from Sept. 2022)  

 Further maths. 

 Science Triple Award 

 

Vocational Qualification 

BTEC Level 1 & 2 Awards in Home Cooking Skills  

 

17. VERSION HISTORY 

Issue Date Version Number Approved By 
September 2013 1.0 Head Teacher & Governing Body 

August 2015 2.0 Head Teacher & Governing Body 
February 2017 3.0 Head Teacher & Governing Body 

September 2018 4.0 Head Teacher & Governing Body 
July 2019 5.0 Head Teacher & Governing Body 
Sept 2020 6.0 Head Teacher & Governing Body 

Sept. 2021 7.0  Head Teacher & Governing Body 
Sept. 2022 8.0 Head Teacher & Governing Body 

 


